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33 Aperture Lane
Adjacent to Town of Crested Butte

$9,900,000

310 No Name Road 
Roaring Judy Ranch

$9,500,000
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Town of Crested Butte

$5,500,000

Representing Crested Butte’s Finest Properties

Channing Boucher
Broker Associate
970.596.3228
channingboucher.com

S T O R I E S 

One of my absolute favorite parts of produc-
ing this magazine each year is digging into the 
history of Crested Butte. The stories that unfold 
from researching the original buildings bring me 
immeasurable joy. It’s a chance to look back at our 
founding families and an opportunity to talk with 
those who are connected to those families and 
homes. 

In this issue, we introduce you to new Crested 
Butte families, who have built homes here with 
the intent to connect to the place, with family and 
friends. I feel joy knowing how many memories 
are being made inside those walls, along riverbanks 
and mountains. 

Also featured is a modern, sustainable home 
in CB South, built by a local guide. It’s a basecamp 
for Ryan Martin, who took skills he gained from  

 
 
working around the world and created not only a 
house in the valley, but a treehouse in neighboring 
Marble. 

You’ll hear the inside scoop of what it’s really 
like to live through a kitchen remodel and hope-
fully get some good tips from writer Katherine 
Nettles. 

And if you are missing Donita’s like I am, 
we’re sharing three of Kay and Heli Mae’s recipes, 
including Kay’s famous peach cobbler. 

I hope this issue of the Peak gives you some 
new ideas to bring inside your home, and helps 
you honor this place we call home. 

–Melissa Fenlon, publisher
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A PLACE BY
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A PL ACE BY THE RIVER
A modern fishing cabin on the Taylor brings the inside outward

BY KATHERINE NETTLES

PHOTOS BY JAMES RAY SPAHN

Architect Dan Murphy, Pike Builders, Inc. and I.D. Studio came together 
to create an old-world style fishing retreat for a summer-loving family using 
reclaimed wood, steel and the home’s natural surroundings

In the Taylor Canyon southeast of Crested Butte, 
lined with towering pines and granite, the occa-
sional breaks of prairie feel like welcoming pock-
ets of expansive wilderness hugging the canyon’s 
namesake river.

continued on page 11
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The Herring family retreat is tucked into one such 
prairie pocket, nestled against the pristine waters of the 
Taylor River. As part of the Wilder development, the 
Herring home site spreads across several acres to ac-
commodate more nature than brick and mortar—or 
in this case, log, chink and stone. 

The home was completed in late 2021 and de-
signed as a guest house and fishing cabin for the Her-
ring family of Dallas, Texas. The family has design 
plans for a main house and tentative plans to build it in 
the next few years. In the meantime, the 2,500 square 
foot guest house makes use of every available space 
and the well-planned architecture and design achieve 
a welcoming, spacious layout able to accommodate 14 
people or more.

The home was originally designed by architect 

Dan Murphy as a timber-framed house. But, according 
to builder Paul Pike, who co-owns Pike Builders with 
his brother Steve, the timber frame design evolved dra-
matically as designer Carolina Fechino Alling of I.D. 
Studios was encouraged to build on her creative vision. 
Carolina incorporated ornate steel elements into the 
structure and design, inside and out that create a more 
modern mountain style. 

“So we incorporated some steel features like steel 
I-beams, steel gussets and steel chinking inside and 
out,” Paul says.

 Carolina’s unique steel chinking concept, perhaps 
the first of its kind, complements the sleek black roof, 
window frames and other modern elements, and had 
to be installed in tandem with the log stacks as op-
posed to traditional methods that fill in afterward. 

continued from page 9

continued on page 12
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"There are so many details you 
wouldn’t notice right at first... 

But they make all the difference.”
—PAUL PIKE OF PIKE BUILDERS, INC.

Pike Builders specializes in timber 
construction, and Paul recalls the for-
mer round-log structures of the 1980s 
that were standard in log home designs 
for a long time. In recent decades, re-
claimed wood has taken off, and ac-
cording to Pike, in the last few years, 
that look has been a mainstay in local 
design. “The mountain modern home 
has started to show its colors here, and 
Carolina took it to a different level with 
this house,” he says. 

Carolina used contemporary fea-
tures in fine detail, from continued use 
of steel inside at the bar kickplate, to 
kitchen accents to the custom made 
fireplace. 

The home also uses a shadow line, 
which is a minimalist,  etched-in gap 
between the walls and baseboards. 
Dry wall plaster used on the window 
returns, American clay plaster applied 
to the walls and a concrete hearth also 
achieve a variety of textures and smooth 
modern finishes.

“There are so many details you 
wouldn’t notice right at first,” says Paul 
of the countless delightful discoveries 
to be made throughout the home. “But 
they make all the difference.”

To introduce additional warmth, 
the reflective ceiling in the kitchen and 
hallway and all the interior doors and 
door jambs were made using reclaimed 
white oak from a nineteenth-century 
New Hampshire church floor. Each 
board is peppered with black nail holes 
hinting at the story of the wood’s previ-
ous life. 

continued from page 11

continued on page 14
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The main floor holds an open kitchen, 
dining room and living area with vaulted ceil-
ings and windows that face the river just steps 
away, where property owners share fishing 
rights to the entire section of the Taylor within 
the Wilder Ranch area. 

A main floor primary bedroom suite and 
bunk room with eight large bunk beds offer 
comfortable accomodations for the Herrings 
and their three middle to high-school-aged 
kids and plenty of friends. There is also an over-
sized laundry and mudroom, a powder room 
and a covered walkway leading to the single car 
garage. 

Upstairs, custom made handrails and tim-
ber trusses embedded with LED lights lead 
the way to two more en suite guest bedrooms 
allowing for additional couples or families to 
spread out. The bedrooms have built-in bench 
seating and cushions that can double as trundle 
beds for additional sleeping quarters. 

Pike Builders custom built all of the 
home’s cabinetry and much of the furniture as 
well, from built-in bench seating in the kitchen 
and bedrooms to the dressers, wardrobes, mud-
room and bathroom consoles. 

Every space is well utilized, with built-in 
cabinets, drawers, a pantry and shelving nooks 
taking advantage of every available area that 
might otherwise have been unused space.

continued from page 12
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111 SOUTH 10th STREET GUNNISON

(970)641-3373 

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM 

please call us for free measurements and estimates

HCCARPETNTILE@GMAIL.COM    ||    GUNNISON.FLOORSTOGO.COM

STEP INTO A WORLD OF FLOORING POSSIBILITIES

Largest selection in the area including in-stock 
and exclusive products

The interior spills out into the exterior 
property from every angle, with expansive flag-
stone patios and pathways leading to the river 
and a garden-lined pavilion leading to a large 
fire circle surrounded by Adirondack chairs.  
Views of the surrounding canyon can be en-
joyed from every side of the home.

Even the garage is a rustic modern master-
piece, with steel framed glass doors and trim. 
Inside, a tidy line of fly fishing vests and rods 
stand ready for the next fishing trip and various 
lawn games are ready for the call of starlit sum-
mer evenings and the next barbeque.

“It’s such a pleasure to build homes in a 
setting like this,” says Paul. And despite the 
framing having started in March 2020, as 
COVID precautions restricted the number 
of workers allowed at a build site and stalled 
supply chains, the whole project was complete 
in about 18 months. “We just had to be really 
proactive,” he says of the ordering and plan-
ning process. “Especially in this home, when 
there are so many specialty items, we were al-
ways looking one or two months ahead. It’s a 
complete team involvement.” 

Paul put on his own tool bags alongside 
the crews, he says, and in cases like this one, his 
clients become friends after working together 
so closely for a time. The Pike brothers and the 
family now get together when the family is in 
town to enjoy barbeques and their combined 
handiwork. “It’s a beautiful place up here,” says 
Paul.  “And some of the homes that have been 
built here over the years are in magical places.”
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Views from all angles
 T H E  M O R R I S O N  H O M E

story by Kendra Walker   |   photos by James Ray Spahn
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rom the moment you enter Joyce and Jerry Morri-
son’s house in Skyland, the view of Paradise Divide 
greets you in nearly every nook and cranny of the 
home. “The front door opens and gives way to this 
infinity pool feeling. Instead of walls, all you see are 
mountains,” says Kate Somrak of Somrak Concept + 
Structure and Somrak Interiors. “The location of that 

house is so pivotal. The views from their location are unbelievable. 
There’s really nothing else like it, it’s one of the best locations in 
the valley.”

When the Morrisons bought a lot in Skyland back in 2016, 
“I had never been to Crested Butte,” laughs Joyce. She recalls hav-
ing seen the lot for sale on a Facebook post and joked with her 
husband about buying it. But what started out as a joke quickly 
turned into reality, as the Dallas couple took a chance and bought 
the lot. 

When the Morrisons came to town to check out the prop-
erty and interview builders, their plans quickly pivoted when they 
learned of another Skyland lot for sale with architectural plans 
already in place. “It felt like a great step to get into the door, buy-
ing a lot that already had energy and plans behind it. We could 
save some steps and get right into building the house,” says Joyce. 
They put the other lot back on the market and started building 
their five-bedroom home with Ben and Kate Somrak.

continued on page 18

F
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LET THE VIEW DO THE TALKING
From the beginning, Joyce knew she wanted a contem-

porary, modern home aesthetic. “A lot of the homes you 
see here have that typical, brown mountain log decor. The 
original plans were that typical mountain-style brown. So, 
we kept the bones and made it modern mountain contem-
porary,” says Joyce. “Usually, you see a lot of heavy woods 
in mountain homes, but I wanted to keep it really clean. 
Our vision here was to feel light and bright. I’m not very big 
into color and I love a smooth, natural palette, but we didn’t 
want it to feel sterile. We went for a warm, neutral palette.”

With a modern neutral palette to serve as the backbone 
of the design, they then incorporated more warmth and 
textures with stone and clay walls, cabinets, tiling, light-
ing accents and rugs. “Joyce has a super modern aesthetic,” 
says Kate. “My job was to infuse a little mountain modern 
flair into their minimalistic and modern vibe. For example, 

we put in a lot of clay walls. Clay is a really great way to 
bring in warmth and texture into a space. The whole house 
pushed us out of our comfort zone to do something new, 
but also find ways to infuse some Crested Butte mountain 
feel into it.”

The Morrisons also wanted to let the view speak for 
itself. Much of the interior focuses on maximizing the views 
of the North Valley. “I wanted it clear and open. I love all 
the big open windows,” says Joyce. “There is no hood in the 
kitchen, so I can look at Crested Butte Mountain while I’m 
cooking. I didn’t even want curtains.” Instead of a vanity 
mirror above the primary bathroom sink, a glass wall over-
looks the golf course and view of Paradise Divide. “I want 
to look at that at 7 in the morning, not at myself,” laughs 
Joyce. I want to see these mountains at all times. And the 
way the house is situated, we still feel like we have privacy 
at all angles.” 

continued from page 17

continued on page 20
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Home is steps 
away from your 
next adventure.
We share your dream.
No one understands the lifestyle better 
than we do. Our local, hand-picked 
brokers have helped our clients buy 
and sell more homes than any other 
real estate company in the Valley.

Nothing compares.
LIVCRESTEDBUTTE.COM

Kate remembers triple-checking with the Morrisons that they 
were ok with no curtains, but admits, “The pure, unobstructed views 
here make this house really unique. It’s stunning.”

Joyce says they also wanted to keep the wall details and artwork 
to a minimum. “With views like this, we really felt like we didn’t need 
much else,” she says. “We love that we’re constantly looking at the 
beauty of Crested Butte. There’s no time that we’re in this house that 
we’re not looking outside. It’s our art.”

“The house has such a presence to it,” says Kate. “We designed 
everything to highlight the outside. The whole house really invites the 
outdoors in. It feels small and cozy and inviting, but it’s bigger than 
you think.”

Another unique design element the Morrisons wanted was to have 
large-format tile flooring across the entire house, rather than hardwood 
or carpet. “We had never done a full house with tile floors before,” 
says Ben. But the Somraks feel the tile serves the Crested Butte envi-
ronment well. “As far as functionality, tile is a better material in this 
environment,” says Kate. Ben agrees, “I was afraid of the tile at first, 
but we live in a wet, muddy, sloppy place. Why are we putting wood on 
all these floors? By the time we got all the furnishings in there, the tile 
remains an anchor that is durable and a smart choice for them and their 
activities. Function comes first and good design will always follow.”

continued from page 18

continued on page 22
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The tile floors extend seamlessly 
to the outdoor deck. “We love to en-
tertain and really wanted the inside to 
connect outside into one big space,” 
says Joyce. “When you open those 
doors, you immediately feel like the 
inside and outside spaces are con-
nected. I love that clean, open look. 
Our outdoor patio and inside dining 
table can even connect into one long 
dinner table. It’s the best thing to have 
a bunch of people here on warm sum-
mer and fall evenings.”

“The inside/outside tile system 
was totally new for us,” says Ben. 
“That took a lot of time and effort, 
but it really turned out. Now from 
anywhere you are, the inside flows 
right to the outside.” 

continued from page 20

continued on page 24
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At Benchmark, we pride ourselves on our ability to
satisfy our borrower’s needs. Our goal is to make

the loan process as simple and worry free as
possible. Whether you want to refinance for a
lower mortgage rate, finance a new home or

purchase a second home, we put your needs first!

Conventional Loans
USDA Loans
FHA Loans

Jumbo Loans
VA Loans
Reverse Mortgages

DIANE BEAUMONT
BRANCH MANAGER/
LOAN ORIGINATOR
NMLS #247026

ELIZABETH WARE
LOAN ORIGINATOR
NMLS# 798291

MARLA COVEY
LOAN ORIGINATOR
NMLS# 619718

970-713-0901

Ark-La-Tex Financial Services, LLC NMLS# 2143 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org). All loans subject to borrower qualifying. 
This is not a commitment to lend. Other restrictions may apply. (https://benchmark.us)

FUNKY AND FUN TOUCHES
“We wanted there to be some fun details 

that would make the house special,” says Joyce. 
“I wanted something contemporary that reflected 
everything we love about Crested Butte. I want 
people to know they are in Crested Butte.”

On the lower level of the house, a mural paint-
ed by local Bramble & Bloom artist Sarah Haus-
doerffer pays tribute to the colorful, outdoorsy 
vibes of Crested Butte, while an old Crested Butte 
Mountain Resort chairlift hangs from the stairway. 
“Coincidentally, the old Peachtree Lift chairs went 
to auction during the house build,” says Joyce. 
Ben and Kate nabbed the 67th chair, in honor of 
our street address, refurbished it and painted it to 
match the mural.”

Ben also sourced old boxcar treads from the 
Rio Grande railroad for the stairs. “When we first 
learned they didn’t want any wood, we thought, 
how are we going to warm this place up?” he says. 
“This was my way of sneaking in a little reclaimed 
history and incorporating the mountain feel that 
we try to put in all our homes. The stairs are this 
cool standalone element, floating off the wall with 
all this asymmetrical steel. It’s fun to have this 
beautiful, clean, crisp house and then find these 
old boxcar treads.” 

continued from page 22

continued on page 26
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T a m m y  M e d l i n  F i n e  A r t
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BE STILL      
36 x 48 Oi l

MORNING GLOW ON THE CASTLES      
8 x  16 Oi l

HIGH COUNTRY SPLENDOR      
12 x  12 Oi l

315 Sixth Street
Crested Butte, CO 81224 

Cell 970-596-1394
Office 970-349-1394 

Heather@TheHeatherWoodwardTeam.com
 

Like us on Facebook and follow
 @HeatherMWoodward on Instagram!

w w w . H e a t h e r W o o d w a r d R e a l t o r . c o m

Heather Woodward Realtor

LIFESTYLE // INVESTMENT // COMMERCIAL // LUXURY

Plumbing
Heating
Residential
Commercial 
Remodels
New Construction
Service

 Family owned and operated
 Licensed and insured

Michael and Shawna Fraijo



Crested Butte Glass

www.crestedbutteglass.com              

office: 970-641-4017

text: 970-975-1357

FRAMELESS GLASS SHOWER DOORS
STYLISH EURO HARDWARE

Locally 
owned!

Every few stair treads have a 1967 coin displayed 
in the boxcar wood, another nod to the home’s ad-
dress. Joyce enjoys pointing out the special 1967 coins 
to friends, family and guests. “It’s a unique area of the 
house – the stairs, the mural, the chairlift. There’s a lot 
of character here. It’s these fun things that make the 
house special,” says Joyce.

The Somraks also incorporated some Crested 
Butte mountain flair into the bunk beds in the down-
stairs bunk room. “It was important to me to use some 
reclaimed timber and have some wood tones, so we 
sourced local reclaimed timber and built those custom 
ourselves,” says Kate. “It really ties in nicely with the 
boxcar treads on the stairs.” 

One of the most striking elements of the down-
stairs area is that even with the house buried against the 
hillside on the lower level, the bright and open moun-
tain views still seem to follow. Natural light pours in 
from the downstairs patio doors and windows, offering 
more unobstructed views leading out to the golf course 
and Paradise Divide. A living room lounge room and 
bar area complete with games and wine cellar are sepa-
rated by a floating double-sided fireplace centerpiece, 
inviting opportunities for playful gatherings and liba-
tions or cozy movie nights. 

“The wine cellar was a really important element. 
We’re really passionate about wine,” said Joyce. “The 
cellar is in the part of the house that is buried into the 
hillside, so we’re using the natural cooling effect and 
humidity of the earth to keep the cellar at a cooler tem-
perature.”

continued from page 24
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Enhancing the quality of life of people with disabilities 
through exceptional year-round outdoor adventures.  
Inclusive to family and friends. Scholarships available.

Plan now  >  AdaptiveSports.org | 970-349-2296

SUMMER & WINTER ACTIVITIES

401 ELK AVENUE | 970.209.9004 | NIKKIPULITZER.COM

“I love every challenge, learning experience, and transaction 
with my buyers and sellers. The true joy is getting to know all 
these amazing families, for each of them to let me into their 
world and get to know them and build trusted relationships 
that stand the test of time.”   -Nikki 

Find You r Perfect Mou ntain Hom e

HOME AWAY FROM HOME
Joyce and Jerry love their new home in Crested 

Butte, and with their daughter Chloe, try to take a 
break from Dallas to come visit as often as possible 
for winter and summer activities. “We fell in love with 
Crested Butte. We love being outdoors,” says Joyce. “I 
grew up in the country, so I feel like I’m coming back to 
my roots. We’ve skied all over Colorado and this place 
just has a different vibe. It’s more relaxing and chill. 
We feel like we can get away in Crested Butte. There’s 
no Starbucks here, I love that. It’s a beautiful, quaint, 
quiet place.”

And not only have they found a new home with 
Crested Butte, but they’ve also found friendship. “We 
really love the Somraks,” says Joyce. “They’ve been won-
derful to work with. They are a husband/wife team, and 
we are also a husband/wife team,” says Joyce, noting the 
medical distribution company she and Jerry founded 
together. “We share a lot of the same values and energy. 
And now we are working on a couple other home proj-
ects with them.”

The Somraks return the sentiment. “We have such 
a good relationship with them,” says Ben. “It was a very 
fun process, and we would be friends with them wheth-
er or not they were our clients.” Kate agrees, “They 
are such awesome people and we’ve had a real trusting 
relationship with them. We have a lot of synergy and 
when you have a good relationship with someone, good 
things can happen. They’re really invested in Crested 
Butte and how unique it is. They want to integrate their 
community into their lives here.” #
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FROM TREEHOUSE

TO DREAM HOUSE
RYAN MARTIN BUILDS 
ON A LIFETIME OF ADVENTURES

by Stephanie Maltarich
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FROM TREEHOUSE

TO DREAM HOUSE

a dreamy and idyllic childhood: School lets out for the 
summer and your family packs up the car in the driveway of your Midwest 
home and heads west to Colorado. You spend months in the mountains 
sleeping in rustic cabins while your days are filled with adventures wading 
in the river and running free through the forest. 

This was Ryan Martin’s childhood. His parents were teachers, and they 
traveled each summer from Iowa to Marble – a tiny mountain hamlet nes-
tled in Colorado’s Elk Range just north of Crested Butte. They returned 
summer after summer on a quest for mountain adventures. 

These annual summer trips to Colorado planted the seed of adventure 
for Ryan’s exciting life. He spent his 20's traveling around the world build-
ing homes, captaining sailboats, and working in hospitality. Today, he lives 
in Crested Butte and works as the guide operations manager for Eleven 
Experience. 

His job still takes him on adventures to places like Chile, New Zealand, 
Alaska, and Canada. But with a newly built home in Crested Butte South 
and a 21-foot tall treehouse he constructed near Marble, Ryan has set up his 
permanent basecamp in the Gunnison Valley. 

After his youthful summers near Marble, Ryan graduated and moved 
to Hawaii where he spent several years learning to build homes under the 
tutelage of a family friend. He learned then that he loved hands-on projects 
where he could see results. 

“Start pushing walls up or working with your hands – it’s fun, and it’s 
creating something right?” says Ryan. “And that’s tangible  – you can see it. 
I think that’s very neat, and that’s more my idea than working in front of a 
computer.”

While building homes in Hawaii, Ryan also learned how to sail. He 
spent countless days on the water building up his experience which eventu-
ally helped him acquire a captain’s license. He used the experience to work 
on sailboats in the South Pacific. 

Eventually, Ryan was able to combine his love for sailing with his skills 
in building. While on a trip to visit his sister in Seattle, he purchased an 
old sailboat that was built in 1964. He spent a year renovating the boat 
for his own adventures. Once it was finished, he was off on his own sailing 
adventure.

“I left from Seattle and sailed down the coast of western America, and 
then Mexico, Central America, South America to Ecuador and the Galapa-
gos, and then out to Hawaii, and then back to Seattle,” recalls Ryan. “That 
was over five years.”

IMAGINE

continued on page 30



30   |   PEAK MAGAZINE 2023-24

Ryan eventually made his way back to Colorado and started a 
food truck company in Fort Collins with his then-wife. He’s always 
had a passion for cooking quality food. But after a few years of “city 
life,” he knew it was time to get back to the mountains. 

“I’ve always liked to live in the mountains,” says Ryan. “And so 
I was just like, man, let’s get out of here.”

A month-long road trip in 2014 ended with a drive over Kebler 
Pass into Crested Butte. Despite spending countless summers on 
the other side of the pass, it was his first time to Crested Butte.  A 
stranger at the Brick Oven recommended they camp out along the 
Slate River. After one evening looking out at Paradise Divide, he 
was sold. 

He looked at his partner and said, “This place is awesome – this 
is it.” 

Ryan’s life in the valley started off typically by Crested Butte 
standards. He worked a combination of jobs: guiding on the river, 
cooking food at the Ginger, and eventually managing the winter cat 
operation at Irwin for Eleven Experience. During the summers, he 
made a point to head back to his old stomping grounds near Marble 
where he helped with grounds work and refinishing old cabins. 

It was then that he realized he had an opportunity to build a 

treehouse, a lifelong dream, on his friend’s property. 
“I’ve always loved them,” Ryan explains. “I started looking at 

old mining-era architecture around Marble and I was inspired by log 
cabins that were made efficiently from milled wood.” 

Ryan found two perfectly spaced Engelmann spruce trees that 
he estimates were around 150 years old. During the mining era, 
most of the area was clear-cut, but Ryan believes these were spared 
because they were too small to mill at the time. The trees sit in a 
quiet secluded spot beside the river next to a trout breeding area. 

Ryan started his treehouse project by hauling wood he bought 
from Lowe’s. But he quickly realized that wood was expensive, and 
didn’t look as authentic as the historic cabins nearby. Although he 
had never milled wood before, he took a chance by purchasing a 
mill, and started collecting wood around the property. 

The entire project took about three summers from start to fin-
ish. And Ryan admits it required a lot of work – before and after he 
had to actually work. 

“So every day after work I’d go hike in the woods and try to 
figure out where I could source the wood,” Ryan explains. “And then 
the same thing in the morning, I’d get up at like six in the morning 
and get out there and take my car off and go start hauling wood out.”

continued from page 29
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He admits that collecting the wood was very labor-intensive 
and it took him several tries to figure out the perfect method. He’d 
haul the wood out with a four-wheeler or sometimes he’d wear a 
harness and haul fallen trees with a winch. He managed to con-
struct the entire treehouse with milled wood, except for the roof, 
which he made from purchased tin. 

The end result is a treehouse built on a 12x12-foot platform. 
The structure is accessed by climbing a ladder about 21 feet off the 
ground. The livable area spans about 100 square feet and the house 
offers lessons in craftsmanship and efficiency coupled with some 
inspiring finer details. Ryan constructed a small loft for sleeping, 
hauled up a small woodburning stove, and installed antique glass 
windows and doors he recovered from nearby cabins that were con-
structed in the 1800s. 

He finished the treehouse in 2019, and he tries to visit a few 
times each month during the summer – often on his dirtbike. The 
trip from Crested Butte over Schofield Pass past Devil’s Punchbowl 
takes about an hour and a half. 

“I can get in there after work and get there before sunset,” says 
Ryan. “Hang out all day or sometimes I’ll get up at seven in the 
morning and get back here at work by nine.” 

970-596-1248

continued on page 32
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phone:     970. 784. 7007
email:      kevin@solarisfilm.com
web:        solarisfilm.com

S O L A R I S

Not hidden behind blinds
and shades. Keep your view 
AND control heat, glare, 
fading - with window film. 

Contact SOLARIS today to Contact SOLARIS today to 
learn how we can help you 
reclaim your mountain view 
and transform rooms into 
protected, comfortable 
environments. 

 
be seen.

Bluebird 
days are 
meant to 

833-228-6902  |  www.SRSI.com  |  info@GoSRSI.com

Customized Solutions for Your Needs:
 • Industrial Storage Rack & Shelving
 • Conveyor Systems
 • Picking Solutions
 • High-Speed Sortation Systems
 • RAFT - cutting Edge AS/RS
 • Goods-to-Person Operations
 • Software Solutions - WES, ECS, WMS

WAREHOUSE 
DESIGN &

INTEGRATION
Maximize Storage Space
Optimize Order 
Fulfillment
Automated Storage  
& Retrieval Solutions
Warehouse 
Management Software

He’ll take a book, spend time fishing or mushroom hunting, 
climb a nearby peak, or get a meal at the local favorite barbecue 
restaurant Slow Groovin. 

Not long after completing his treehouse, Ryan had the oppor-
tunity to build his forever home in Crested Butte South. He started 
the process in the midst of the pandemic, but despite the challenges 
of building during a supply chain shortage, he was able to make it 
work. He gives most of the credit to his friend Travis Hall who owns 
White Pine Construction. Ryan praises Travis’s approach to smart 
and efficient building. 

Travis helped build the house, but Ryan designed the home on 
his own. Ryan wanted to build small, which was challenging because 
Crested Butte South’s building regulations require homes to be a 
minimum of 1,400 square feet.

“I just knew I wanted something super simple and cost-effective, 
and I like the uniqueness. I don’t want to live in a cookie cutter place,” 
says Ryan. 

Working alongside Travis, he decided to construct his house from 
structural insulated panels (SIPS). SIPS, also referred to as sandwich 
construction, consists of a foam core between two structural facings. 
Entire panels arrive at construction sites fully built. Ryan explains that 
the method is like putting together Legos and is cheaper and easier 
while creating super airtight and efficient construction.

“So in theory, it goes up a lot quicker and the insulation is way 
better,” Ryan explains.

Ryan’s Crested Butte South house was inspired by the years he 
lived in small quarters in his boat, as well as his treehouse. 

“I wanted to go modern, for me, my mind works better when 
there’s less clutter,” says Ryan. “And the mountain cabins can be super 
cozy, but I was thinking something more clean and easy.”

continued from page 31
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BACK AT THE RANCHBACK AT THE RANCH

unique furniture unique furniture 
for unique for unique 

peoplepeople
100 W. Spencer Ave. Gunnison   |   970.641.0727   |   www.BackAtTheRanchFurniture.com

112 & 114 SECOND STREET | $3,400,000 316 & 316 1/2 WHITEROCK AVE | $2,695,000

Jesse Ebner, Owner/Broker
326 Elk Avenue

970-901-2922 c, 970-713-2000 o

Jesse@JesseEbner.com, www.JesseEbner.com
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barnwoodamsalvage.com     |     (970) 596-2407     
greenbldr@gmail.com

Over 20,000 sq. feet of 1x barn siding in the yard. 
4 Acres of Reclaimed Lumber.

Rough sawn 2x and 3x brown lumber. 
Hand Hewn slab siding.

Hand Hewn timbers. 
Large dimension Doug Fir beams.

Open by appointment, in Gunnison.

Reclaimed Lumber/Barnwood
AM Salvage

Largest selection in Colorado

72 Hidden Mine Way, Lot 4 Hidden Mine Ranch | Crested Butte

35+ Acres | Less Than 2 Miles to Downtown CB | Offered for $695,000

At the base of the iconic Whetstone Mountain with unobstructed views of Crested Butte Mountain, Elk Mountains, Gothic 
Mountain and beyond.  National forest access.  Lot 4 is offered with gorgeous, HOA-approved, modern building plans.

Ross Tunkey | Broker Associate

970.209.9046 | ross@bbre1.com | bbre1.com

Ryan completed his home in the fall of 2022. Driving up to the 
house, visitors can’t miss the unique final touches. The first is a large 
sign that reads “Martini” over the front door, a nod to his family 
history.

“When my great grandparents came from Italy, they got to Ellis 
Island and they wanted to make their last name sound more Ameri-
can,” explains Ryan. “So they dropped the “i” and it became Mar-
tin.” In addition to his lineage, Martini is a nickname Ryan acquired 
during his travels in South America, the nickname stuck and Ryan 
also likes the connection it evokes to his past. 

Ryan’s small modern home can sleep up to eight people be-
tween two bedrooms, a loft, and a small dwelling on the first floor. 
The downstairs room has a separate entrance and is equipped with a 
kitchenette to host friends and family. His dad recently turned 81, 
and he hopes to provide accessible space for his parents when they 
need it.

With a passion for cooking, Ryan designed an open and in-
dustrial-style kitchen. Modern cement counters and a large stainless 
steel backsplash provide ample room for his high-end meal prepping. 
The kitchen feeds into the living room where cozy bean bags and 
eclectic trinkets create a relaxed sitting area. In the summer, the liv-
ing area can extend onto the deck where Ryan enjoys sweeping views 
of Whetstone and Red Lady. 

continued from page 32

continued on page 37
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barnwoodamsalvage.com     |     (970) 596-2407     
greenbldr@gmail.com

Over 20,000 sq. feet of 1x barn siding in the yard. 
4 Acres of Reclaimed Lumber.

Rough sawn 2x and 3x brown lumber. 
Hand Hewn slab siding.

Hand Hewn timbers. 
Large dimension Doug Fir beams.

Open by appointment, in Gunnison.

Reclaimed Lumber/Barnwood
AM Salvage

Largest selection in Colorado

davidgrossgc.com

DAVID GROSS
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Building excellence
for 30 years.

317 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte, CO 
Open Daily   |   970-349-5913   |   zypp.net

Serving Crested Butte for over 50 years
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Full Service Interior Design Studio
Mountain Living Magazine’s Top Architects & Designers

W h a t ’ s  Y o u r  S t y l e ?

970-349-5352  •  313 Elk Avenue 
www.interiorvisionscrestedbutte.com

D e f i n i n g  M o u n t a i n  S t y l e

Diamond Blue Pool & Spa
970.349.6202

DiamondBlueSpa.com

Offering Dimension One Spa Hot Tubs
Supplies, parts, repairs for all makes and models

Maintenance contracts
Large showroom

Friendliest service

329 Belleview Avenue, Crested Butte

home hydrotherapy
®Billiards & Accessories

BUYING. SELLING. INVESTING.
Connecting.

LIZ SAWYER
Broker Associate
Certified Luxury Home Marketing  
and Global Luxury Specialist

(970) 209-4938 cell
LizSawyer@CBMP.com
LizSawyerrealestate.com
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BOOM-A-RANG
221 N. Main St., Downtown Gunnison

970.641.3115  |  970.209.6046     

BUY • SELL • CONSIGN
FURNITURE • CLOTHING • JEWELRY • BOOKS

We pick-up desirable furniture

New furniture New furniture 
at dealer pricesat dealer prices

Eco-friendly Eco-friendly 
since 1980since 1980

Follow us on Follow us on 
Facebook at Facebook.com/TheBoomarang Facebook at Facebook.com/TheBoomarang 

and on Instagram @Boomaranggunni and on Instagram @Boomaranggunni 

ELEVATE                               YOUR DAY

Offering Crested Butte the finest selection
of cannabis and cannabis products.

CRESTED BUTTE: 310 BELLEVIEW, UNIT 2 • 970.349.5993
ALSO VISIT US IN DURANGO AND CORTEZ

GREAT STRAIN SELECTION • HASH & CONCENTRATES•EDIBLES • PIPES
SMOKING ACCESSORIES • APPAREL•MJ LITERATURE & CONSULTING • ATM ON SITE  

The Alternative Resource
7 days a week

Order Ahead.
Full color menu online

The house is equipped with some mountain-living 
additions: a large exposed steel beam serves as a practi-
cal workout space with exercise rings looped over the top 
and hung toward the floor. He has a shower with a steam 
room, and a garage for all of his skis, bikes, and climbing 
gear. 

Walls and shelves are adorned with personal touches 
that reflect Ryan’s lifetime of globe-trotting: Collectibles 
from Hawaii, a large tapestry from Tonga made out of 
coconut, paddles from Panama, photographs from India, 
and red clay bowls and plates from Chile. These small 
reminders of Ryan’s traveling life were collecting dust in 
boxes before he built his home.  

Ryan has a few final projects that will have to wait 
until the snow melts next summer. In the spring, he’ll 
plant trees and build a large area for outdoor cooking and 
gathering. He wants to emulate the experiences he’s had 
in Chile where they often cook outside. 

“In Chile, they are very big on asados and outdoor 
quinchos (barbecues) and in the last four years, I’ve 
cooked over wood a ton being down there,” explains 
Ryan. “I’ve got a couple of books on this guy named 
Francis Mallmann, who’s super famous for cooking, and 
so I have plans to really try to build an outdoor kitchen.”

After all of his work on boats, in hospitality, and 
with his treehouse – Ryan’s life on the move helped create 
the vision for his comfortable home. He admits that after 
living on a boat and building his treehouse, designing a 
house was easy, and his simple way of living is reflected 
in the design. 

“I was living on a boat for five years,” Ryan says. 
“When you’re on a 35-foot boat, that’s 11 feet wide, with 
all of the possessions that you own, you understand space 
and what you need, and you can do so much more than 
people think.”

continued from page 34



TBD Round Mountain Road
Best Price for 35+ Acres | Small HOA | Subject to 

Gunnison County LUR | Offered for $599,000

Jenna May | 970.901.3601 | jenna@bbre1.com | JennaMayRealEstate.com

“Working with Jenna was 
absolutely the best decision. 
She was such a pleasure, as 
well as being sincere and 
honest. Her drive and approach 
to marketing was exceptional 
and refreshing. We would 
have zero reservations in 
choosing Jenna to represent us 
in the future.”

— Lisa and Jerry B, Sellers 

of 101 Pyramid Avenue

350 Country Club Drive #217A
1 Bed | 1 Bath | 586 SF | Loft with Egress

Highest Sale in Skyland Lodge

6 Emmons Road #523
1 Bed | 1 Bath | 395 SF | Great Rental History

Top Floor | New Furniture | Offered for $245,000

17 Maroon Avenue
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,812 SF | Add’l 712 SF to Expand

May be Eligable for STR License | $3,750,000

16 Snowmass Road #4
3 Bed + Bunk Room | 3.5 Bath | 1,992 SF | 2 Car Gar.

Elevator | Slope-Side | Offered for $2,700,000

581 H Avenue
2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,954 SF | 928 SF Unfinished Bsmt. 
w/ Egress | On Lake Irwin | Offered for $1,950,000

Let’s Make Moves Together
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TBD Round Mountain Road
Best Price for 35+ Acres | Small HOA | Subject to 

Gunnison County LUR | Offered for $599,000

Jenna May | 970.901.3601 | jenna@bbre1.com | JennaMayRealEstate.com

“Working with Jenna was 
absolutely the best decision. 
She was such a pleasure, as 
well as being sincere and 
honest. Her drive and approach 
to marketing was exceptional 
and refreshing. We would 
have zero reservations in 
choosing Jenna to represent us 
in the future.”

— Lisa and Jerry B, Sellers 

of 101 Pyramid Avenue

350 Country Club Drive #217A
1 Bed | 1 Bath | 586 SF | Loft with Egress

Highest Sale in Skyland Lodge

6 Emmons Road #523
1 Bed | 1 Bath | 395 SF | Great Rental History

Top Floor | New Furniture | Offered for $245,000

17 Maroon Avenue
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,812 SF | Add’l 712 SF to Expand

May be Eligable for STR License | $3,750,000

16 Snowmass Road #4
3 Bed + Bunk Room | 3.5 Bath | 1,992 SF | 2 Car Gar.

Elevator | Slope-Side | Offered for $2,700,000

581 H Avenue
2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,954 SF | 928 SF Unfinished Bsmt. 
w/ Egress | On Lake Irwin | Offered for $1,950,000

Let’s Make Moves Together

123 Elk Ave, Unit 2   |   970.349.0806   |   andrew@andrewhadleyarchitect.com

Out of the ordinary, just like Crested Butte
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Casa Bella
Beauty in Kitchen, Bed & Bath

Gifts

Home Accessories

Bedding

 Kitchen & Bath Luxuries

Bridal Registry

casabellacb.com (970) 349-6380 

321 Elk Avenue
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By Kendra Walker
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hile many in this community will tell you they 
first came to Crested Butte for the winter and 
ended up staying for the summer, local artist Sar-
ah Schmidt will tell you just the opposite. 

“I moved here in the summertime, but it was 
weird because it was so busy with tourists and I didn’t know anyone,” 
she says. “But then my first winter here was magical. I had never lived 
anywhere where it snowed this much. I didn’t really realize how much I 
liked the winter.”

You may have come across Sarah’s paintings on display at the Red-
line Gallery on Elk Avenue, or her painted signs around town for the 
Crested Butte Creative District, Three Ladies Park and Town Park. Most 
recently, Sarah’s work was featured at the Center for the Arts for her 
“What Comes After” gallery show. Her contemporary paintings capture 
snapshots in time, moments that Sarah describes as both unremarkable 
and unforgettable.

Sarah grew up in Arlington, Virginia, and as a kid always seemed 
to find herself painting or drawing. “I’ve always been a painter, it’s my 
favorite thing to do,” she says. Sarah certainly inherited the artistic touch 
from her family, as her mom is a photographer and her dad is an archi-
tect. “My mom is one of five sisters, and all of them paint except for her,” 
Sarah laughs. “She’s always been into photography but didn’t start selling 
it professionally until she moved to Crested Butte.”

 Sarah studied at the Corcoran School of Art in Washington, D.C. 
during high school and received her BFA in Illustration from  Savannah 
College of Art and Design. After school, Sarah moved to Austin, Texas 
and spent several years illustrating greeting cards. 

Sarah found her way to Crested Butte in 2018 and started working 
at the Redline Gallery, which her mom Mary Schmidt owns and started 
in 2014. “My mom was selling some of my paintings already, and I spent 
that first summer working at the gallery. At first, she admits, it was much 
easier to sell her art than it was getting to know the town and the people 
here. “I’m an introvert, so that took a little more time,” she recalls. 

But Sarah soon landed her first Crested Butte gig, painting the 
Creative District sign at the Four-Way stop on Elk Avenue. “Everyone 
was excited to have new artists around,” she says of the supportive art 
community here. “People were receptive to new artists applying for local 
projects.”

By Kendra Walker

W

continued on page 42
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When 
Experience 
Matters.

 

215 Elk Avenue   970-349-5007  www.crestedbutte.realestate

Our brokers live, work, and play here — they are local experts who are 

the ideal guides to help you navigate the market,  with the most 

experience and local market knowledge, let our team be your local 

real estate guide. 

Sarah is also responsible for painting the 
Three Ladies Park sign and the Town Park 
sign. “The Three Ladies is my favorite,” she 
says. “It looks so great in front of the trees. 
And the Town Park sign was a fun one. I made 
that before COVID, but then with everything 
going on it took two years to finally go up.”

While in Austin Sarah learned alla prima, 
which is the painting technique she focuses on 
most these days. Alla prima is a wet-on-wet 
approach where wet paint is applied to previ-
ous layers of still-wet paint, which allows ev-
erything to be painted all at once. 

continued on page 46
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"I try to paint things 

how I see them and then 

give the viewer 

the opportunity to draw 

the lines in-between."

continued from page 41
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215 Elk Avenue   970-349-5007  www.crestedbutte.realestate

Our brokers live, work, and play here — they are local experts who are 

the ideal guides to help you navigate the market,  with the most 

experience and local market knowledge, let our team be your local 

real estate guide. 
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Offering a comprehensive variety of
PERSONAL & COMMERCIAL INSURANCE

HOME
•Primary Residence
•Secondary
•Renters
• Builders Risk
•Flood
• Hard to Insure 
Properties

      -short term  
rentals, cabins

AUTO
• Personal
•Commercial
•RV
•Motorcycle/ATV

COMMERCIAL
•Business Owners
•Workers Comp
•General Liability

Give us a call for a quote today!
Local Service Since 1994

Scott Shondeck

970-641-4700 / 970-349-1041
Gunnison: 114 N. Boulevard St. Suites 102 & 105 

Crested Butte: 214 6th St. Suite 9 
www.shondeckfinancial.com

At Mountain Colors, owner Kim Raines and her dedicated staff put 18 years of experience to work for your unique 
project. Through one-on-one consulting — in person or online — they will help you find the perfect paint, stain, 
lighting, and hardware to enhance your style and finish your distinctive space on any budget.

Mountain Colors is now at two locations – the Paint Store and the Showroom. Which do you need? Read about  
them to learn more.

BEFORE YOU BUY ONLINE OR AT A BIG BOX STORE, ASK ABOUT OUR PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE!

IN-STOCK!
SHOP + BUY TODAY
Benjamin Moore Paints + Stains
Supplies + Sundries
Interior + Exterior Lighting Fixtures
Door + Bath + Cabinet  Hardware

Work with the Mountain Colors team  
on Color Matching + Color/Product  
Consulting + Project Renditions  

MountainColorsPaint.com  |  970.349.9200
301 Belleview Ave  |  Crested Butte

VIEW + ORDER!
SAMPLE SHOWROOM + CONSULTING
Visit the showroom OR website to view an 
extended inventory of:
Interior + Exterior Lighting Fixtures 
Door Hardware 
Bath + Cabinet Hardware

Work with Kim in-person or online on 
Fixture Consulting + Project Renditions

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

CBShowroom.com  |  970.975.0788
244 Buckley  |  Unit 3  |  Riverland

Where will you explore today?

We can get you there

207 Elk Avenue, Downtown Crested Butte   |   bigalsbicycleheaven.com   |   970.349.0515

Friendly local advice
Full service Retail & Repair Shop

Quality Rental & Demo Bikes

interior design
kitchen & bath

murals
fine art

117 E. Georgia Ave
Gunnison

@darbydesstudio
darbydesignstudio.com



Where will you explore today?

We can get you there

207 Elk Avenue, Downtown Crested Butte   |   bigalsbicycleheaven.com   |   970.349.0515

Friendly local advice
Full service Retail & Repair Shop

Quality Rental & Demo Bikes
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Contact one of our agents today!

PEAK PROPERTY MANAGEMENT AND SALES
www.peakcb.com   •   970-349-6339

Your one stop shop for all real estate and full 
service property management needs 

Caleb Brewer
Owner/Managing Broker

caleb@peakcb.com 
970-209-1911

Carolyn Wayne- Cerio
Broker Associate/Long Term Leasing 

carolyn@peakcb.com
607-738-8364

PRESENTING 207 
ELCHO AVENUE 

Unique commercial 
space for sale in CB 

South offering storage 
units, fully equipped 
kitchen and spacious 

front of the house.

         MLS#: 793466 List price:$1,450,000

“The slow process of oil painting wasn’t working for me, 
and it can be intimidating. And then with watercolor you can’t 
erase anything. So this was a game changer,” she says. “The 
idea of alla prima is like paint by numbers,” she explains. “I 
pre-mix the colors and usually work off of a photo. You can 
paint over things, mix colors or wipe things off if you want to. 
I really like it.”

Sarah describes her style as contemporary realism. “It’s 
kind of impressionist, but realistic at the same time. I like real-
ism, but not hyper-realism. I want it to look like how we actu-
ally see things, like how you focus on one thing and everything 
else is blurry or out of focus. I try to paint things how I see 
them and then give the viewer the opportunity to draw the 
lines in-between.”

A lot of Sarah’s inspiration for her paintings draws from 
her time in Crested Butte, which was highlighted in her “What 
Comes After” show that ran earlier this year at the Center for 
the Arts. 

continued from page 42



Her paintings capture not only familiar scenic vistas of 
the Gunnison Valley, but also dance party scenes from beloved 
community events. “That show was very much inspired by my 
time in Crested Butte, my experiences here from my point of 
view,” she says. The dance party scenes are from blurry cell 
phone pics I’ve taken. It was really fun trying to translate that 
into paint.”

Sarah enjoys painting people and figures, “but it’s so pret-
ty out here, you can’t not paint the mountains,” she says. “I 
like going back and forth because I learn things about each 
subject matter. With nature you have a lot more leeway to be 
really loose, and then that sort of transfers over when I start 
painting humans.”

Not only is some of Sarah’s work on display at the Redline 
Gallery, but she also happens to live in the upstairs apartment. 
And her studio space? “I paint in the living room,” she laughs. 

Sarah also teaches painting classes at the Center for the 
Arts and the Gunnison Arts Center, as well as wildflower wa-
tercolor classes in the summer. She also offers hike and paint 
classes through Airbnb Experiences. 

Sarah loves living so close to the outdoors and nature, and 
spends a lot of time skiing, hiking and mountain biking – so 
much so that last summer she joined the “broken bone club” 
while mountain biking at Crested Butte Mountain Resort. 

continued on page 48



Meg Brethauer
Broker Associate
Mobile: 970-209-1210
mbrethauer@cbliving.com

Connecting Buyers and Sellers with over 
20 years of trustworthy local experience

Inspire your passion...

9 7 0 . 3 4 9 . 5 7 8 0   |   A C A D E M Y P L A C E C R E S T E D B U T T E . C O M

“I broke my hand, and I’m right-handed,” she said. 
“That was my first broken bone as an adult.” But Sarah 
didn’t let that stop her from painting. “I did have to do some 
left-handed painting, but honestly, brushing my teeth left-
handed was harder,” she laughs. Because her broken hand 
limited her from her barista and gardening jobs in town, she 
spent a lot of time hiking and summiting mountains. “All I 
could do was hike and paint. So I climbed a lot of mountains 
last year,” she says.

One of her favorite adventures was hiking Mineral 
Point. “That one was really cool because it’s really off the 
beaten path. That was the huge, focal painting in my ‘What 
Comes After’ show,” she says. 

Now with a healed hand, Crested Butte continues to 
bring her new opportunities and perspectives to tap into her 
artistry. “I’d always lived in cities until I came here. People 
say there’s so much more to do in the city, but for me there’s 
so much more to do out here,” she says. “I love hiking and 
exploring and enjoying nature, but I also love Crested Butte 
for the costume and dance parties. And it all gives me inspi-
ration for my art.”

continued from page 47
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At Mountain Colors, owner Kim Raines and her dedicated staff put 18 years of experience to work for your unique 
project. Through one-on-one consulting — in person or online — they will help you find the perfect paint, stain, 
lighting, and hardware to enhance your style and finish your distinctive space on any budget.

Mountain Colors is now at two locations – the Paint Store and the Showroom. Which do you need? Read about  
them to learn more.

BEFORE YOU BUY ONLINE OR AT A BIG BOX STORE, ASK ABOUT OUR PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE!

IN-STOCK!
SHOP + BUY TODAY
Benjamin Moore Paints + Stains
Supplies + Sundries
Interior + Exterior Lighting Fixtures
Door + Bath + Cabinet  Hardware

Work with the Mountain Colors team  
on Color Matching + Color/Product  
Consulting + Project Renditions  

MountainColorsPaint.com  |  970.349.9200
301 Belleview Ave  |  Crested Butte

VIEW + ORDER!
SAMPLE SHOWROOM + CONSULTING
Visit the showroom OR website to view an 
extended inventory of:
Interior + Exterior Lighting Fixtures 
Door Hardware 
Bath + Cabinet Hardware

Work with Kim in-person or online on 
Fixture Consulting + Project Renditions

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

CBShowroom.com  |  970.975.0788
244 Buckley  |  Unit 3  |  Riverland
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M I X I N G

Bartending, food pairing and 
creating alcohol-free options with 
local mixologist Kelly Casey-White

T H I N G S

U P

story by Katherine Nettles

photos by Nolan Blunck
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Kelly Casey-White is the cocktail mas-
termind who won the 2022 Crested Butte 
Battle of the Bartenders last year with her 
cocktail “44 Fall Back.” She takes her inspira-
tion from the seasons—focusing on what is freshly 
available—and from her mixology beginnings with 
a renowned group of cocktail-forward establish-
ments in her hometown of San Antonio, Texas. 
These days, when she isn’t travelling as a cocktail 
educator or pursuing more knowledge of spirits, 
Kelly can often be found creating recipes and mix-
ing drinks at the Crested Butte Center for the Arts 
or at the Secret Stash.

Kelly moved to the Gunnison Valley in No-
vember 2021, “kind of on a whim,” and within a 
year she had made a name for herself in Crested 
Butte with her winning concoctions of sweet, 
hearty autumnal flavors like walnut pear syrup and 
roasted acorn squash butter paired with gin.

The inspiration for her winning Battle of the 
Bartenders cocktail last fall was from a seasonal 
meal she was enjoying.

“It was a stuffed acorn squash with walnuts 
and pears. From there I developed the concept for a 
gin dessert-style martini.”

It was the first competition she had ever en-
tered, although she had been bartending for about 
six years. That experience definitely reinforced her 
sense that she is in the right place, and there is valu-
able work ahead.

She won the award on behalf of the Secret 
Stash, which she credits as “my first family here.” 
She now also works at the Center for the Arts and 
has been mixing drinks for their various events, 
which include custom craft cocktails for art show 
openings at the Kinder Padon Gallery, and for vari-
ous other shows, productions, talks and fundraisers.

2.0 oz Spring 44 Gin
.75 oz lemon juice
.75 oz pear/walnut syrup*
Barspoon of acorn squash butter**

Add all ingredients to shaker, add ice and shake 
vigorously for 30 seconds. 

Double strain into Coupe glass or Nick & Norah glass. 

*Pear walnut syrup
2 cups brown sugar
1 1/2 cups water
1 cup chopped walnuts
4 diced pears (she used asiatic pears from 
   Big B’s Fruit Company) 

Bring all ingredients to a boil and let reduce until thick.

**Acorn squash butter
Slice one acorn squash in half and remove seeds. Dust one 
half with cinnamon. Roast in 365-degree oven for one hour. 
Blend roasted pulp with 1 cup of brown sugar simple syrup.

44 FALL BACK 
(battle of the bartenders 2022 winning cocktail)

continued on page 52
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Scott Hahn
970-209-5486

Geordie VanMarter
970-209-4898

dream it. plan it. build it.
www.cedarridgeconstructionco.com

“My bartending background definitely comes 
from the bar scene in San Antonio, which is super 
close knit. And everyone is very into friendly compe-
tition and challenging each other,” says Kelly. When 
she first happened into The Brooklynite, a former bar 
in San Antonio, she says, “I had never seen cocktails 
made like that before, like things set on fire, and aro-
matics and different garnishes.” She started hanging 
around the bar, observing, learning, and getting to 
know people until they hired her—and formed last-
ing friendships as well. 

“They really encouraged me to learn new things, 
educate myself on why certain things get mixed to-
gether in certain ways and why you do things in 
certain orders of operation. I really like the science 
behind it.”

Kelly finds creative bartending an important 
information-sharing culture in which people “are 
always brainstorming and bouncing ideas off each 
other.”

And like many connoisseurs of flavors, she says, 
“I love pairing food and drinks. When I can find the 
time, I like to plan a whole meal or spend a day meal 
prepping. I like working with a lot of fresh vegetables; 
I’m really into herbs and root vegetables and things 
like garlic and ginger and turmeric.”

That is where Mountain Rituals, her latest pars-
ley-based cocktail recipe, comes in. “It’s inspired by 
something I had at the Daily Dose (a juice bar on 
Elk Avenue) not that long ago. I love how bright the 
parsley and lemon are with each other, so I thought 
that would work really well with gin, and I thought it 
would work even better with nonalcoholic gin. And 
adding a little turmeric for spice. It’s refreshing and 
botanical.”

2.0 oz gin or Ritual Zero-Proof Gin alternative
3.0 oz juice blend*

Add all ingredients to a shaker with ice and shake 
vigorously for 30 seconds. Strain into a rocks 
glass over fresh ice and enjoy!

*Juice Blend 
handful of parsley
sliver of turmeric
1/4 teaspoon of fresh grated ginger 
juice of 1 lemon
1 oz pineapple juice
1 oz apple juice

Blend all ingredients thoroughly.

MOUNTAIN RITUALS 
(and option for a zero-proof cocktail)
inspired by our friends at the Daily Dose

continued from page 51

continued on page 55
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Scott Hahn
970-209-5486

Geordie VanMarter
970-209-4898

dream it. plan it. build it.
www.cedarridgeconstructionco.com



970.209-2918 
366 Haverly St, PO Box 1152

PREMIER HIGH ALTITUDE ROOFING

80 BUCKLEY DRIVE, UNIT 1E

970.209.2918
TOPTIERCB@AOL.COM

op ier
Construction

Andi Tippie photo Teresa Cesario photo

architectural lighting designarchitectural lighting design
eric naughton eric naughton ||  www.electricallogic.comwww.electricallogic.com  || eric@electricallogic.com eric@electricallogic.com
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HOLD THE ALCOHOL 
Kelly says bringing pretty, complex flavors to people who want 

no or low alcohol levels (alcohol by volume, or ABV) is important to 
her. “That [low ABV and zero proof ] program here at the Center is 
something I am working really hard to perfect, but we will have an 
entire menu available of no-ABV and low-ABV drinks. That’s kind of 
the new trend in the industry and there’s a lot of research and statis-
tics going into the projection for that. It’s really interesting, because 
people decide not to drink for several different reasons. I think it’s 
nice that [nonalcoholic cocktails] are becoming a little more main-
stream.”

Kelly enjoyed her first winter in CB, especially the local events. 
She enjoys paddleboarding and road cycling in summer, and her 
love of hip-hop music and anime sometimes inspires her cocktails’ 
names. She was recently featured by the advocacy group “Brown and 
Balanced” as part of their recognition of female bartenders. “To be 
featured in that network of bartenders was pretty incredible and I’m 
super proud of that. I definitely want to do more with that, especially 
being someone who’s not from here and who doesn’t look like a lot 
of people in this community. I think it’s important to have that rep-
resentation,” she says. “This is a very inclusive space, and everyone 
should be coming to Crested Butte and enjoying it. I’m happy to be 
a part of that and be a little different than the norm.”

 “Crested Butte has been good to me, and it’s definitely the peo-
ple. I love that everyone knows everyone and people kind of look out 
for each other.”   

Her advice for the intimidated: drink what you enjoy, and don’t 
force a diverse palette if it isn’t what you want. Ask your bartender 
questions (if there isn’t a long line of people waiting), and don’t be 
afraid to ask how or why something is done. “There are so many re-
sources out there. I’m just finishing up a Canadian whiskey certifica-
tion right now,” she says.

architectural lighting designarchitectural lighting design
eric naughton eric naughton ||  www.electricallogic.comwww.electricallogic.com  || eric@electricallogic.com eric@electricallogic.com

continued from page 52
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Kay Peterson-Cook ran the Crested Butte insti-
tution, Donita’s Cantina, for four decades with her 
husband Don Cook and sister Heli Mae Peterson. Lo-
cals and visitors alike still miss those Donita’s staples. 
Kay was kind enough to share some of her favorite 
Donita’s recipes with us. 

“Donita’s Cantina prepared all of our meals and 
ingredients from scratch,” she says. “This is why our 
food was so darn delicious.”

The guacamole recipe is easy and oh so good and 
will bring you back to the days when you could order 
their famous fajitas or Suprema salad. 

The Donita’s signature salad dressing goes back to 
the earliest days of the restaurant, when it was in the 
Ek Mountain Lodge. “Many people have fond memo-
ries of that dressing,” Kay says. “It was a great addition 
to our Suprema salads that were served in a big flour 
tortilla bowl— a hugely popular item on the menu.”

Kay’s peach cobbler was a later addition to the 
menu. “It was a very unique dessert that I made daily 
as it would sell out,” Kay remembers. 

The locally-sourced peaches and rhubarb made 
it special, says Kay, and you couldn’t go wrong when 
you ordered the peach cobbler topped with Heli’s fa-
mous homemade Honey Cinnamon ice cream. “Folks 
would come in and, before they ordered dinner, they 
would ask the servers to hold aside a piece or two for 
them. It was special,” she says. 

A few of our 
Donita’s favorites

BY MELISSA FENLON

continued on page 58
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5 avocados (cut in half, pitted and scooped out)
1-2 tablespoons of minced fresh jalapeno
2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
1 tablespoon fresh lime juice
1½ teaspoons minced fresh garlic
1½ teaspoons onion powder
1 teaspoon seasoned salt 
¼ teaspoon celery salt

1. Put all of the ingredients in a mixing bowl. 

2. Using a potato masher, mash mixture until smooth. 
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continued from page 57

continued on page 61

DONITA'S GUACAMOLE

DONITA'S CANTINA was a Crested Butte 
institution for decades.
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Visit our NEW SHOWROOM
at 426 Belleview Avenue, Crested Butte

We also sell SAUNAS!
970-275-5700

ANSLEY INTERIORSANSLEY INTERIORS

 SARA POTOKER, owner

970-209-7252
AnsleyInteriorsDesign.com

Specializing in mountain design for over 25 years!
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Jim Thomas
Construction, Inc.

(970) 209-4993  /  (970) 349-5271
jimthomasconstruction@gmail.com

307 Elk Ave. Crested Butte, CO 81224
Keeping the valley covered since 1974

• Certified installer of Drexel, Carlisle  
and Euroshield roofing products

• Call about our heated roof,  
gutter and heat tape systems

• We also install snow fences  
and provide snow removal services
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Specializing in 
Architectural Blacksmithing

& Structural Steel Fabrication
Jeff Brethauer / Owner

970.275.8460 • 321 Red Lady Avenue 
Crested Butte, CO 81224

www.BlackstarIronworks.com
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4 oz. butter
1 cup milk
1¾ cups flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons vanilla
5 cups sliced fresh peaches (can add frozen berries  
and chopped rhubarb*)
1 cup of lemon, lime, orange juice or a mix of the three
1¼ cups sugar
2 tablespoons grated lemon, lime, and/or orange zest
½ cup cornstarch dissolved in ½ cup cool water
1 or 2 tablespoons each of cinnamon and cardamom

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

2. Melt butter in a 9”x12” baking dish. 

3. �To make the batter, whisk milk, flour, baking powder, salt and vanilla 
in a bowl. Pour on top of melted butter in baking dish.

4. �Mix together peaches (and frozen berries and rhubarb if using), citrus 
juice, sugar and zest in mixing bowl. Pour dissolved cornstarch on fruit 
mixture and combine. Pour fruit mixture on top of batter. 

5. �Shake a tablespoon or two of cinnamon and cardamom on top  
of the fruit. 

6. �Bake between 45 minutes to an hour, until the fruit is set and the crust 
is golden brown. Sprinkle the entire cobbler with “Sugar in the Raw” 
for a little crunch.  

Note from Kay: I only use rhubarb with other fruit as a mix as it 
has a stronger flavor. 

continued from page 58

continued on page 63

KAY'S PEACH COBBLER
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2BR/1BA/Fully Furnished. Easy walk to ski area or shuttle 
stop just outside the door! Mountain side views to  

Crested Butte Peak. Excellent rental history makes this a 
great investment or perfect full time residence.

$599,000

2BR/2BA /fireplace/Fully furnished. Top floor unit facing 
the ski slopes. Plaza features covered parking, ski lockers, 

elevators, front desk, hot tubs & sauna.
Excellent rental potential.

$899,000

TIMBERS UNIT 04

PLAZA UNIT 642

HILLSIDE SUBDIVISION LOT #1

Colette Kraatz
Broker Associate
Mobile: 970-376-7304
ckraatz@cbliving.com
www.CBLiving.com

resort
real
estate

CRESTED 
BUTTE

Beautiful new subdivision 
on Mt Crested Butte, walk 

to ski , ¾ acre lot nestled in 
the aspens.  Spectacular, far 
reaching views. Utilities to 

site, covenants in place.

$850,000

½ cup red wine vinegar
½ cup water
¼ cup honey
1½ teaspoons onion powder
2 teaspoons garlic powder
1 teaspoon celery seed
1 teaspoon salt
1½ teaspoons dry mustard
1¾ cups vegetable oil

1. Place all the ingredients, minus the oil, in a blender. 

2. �Mix for 1 minute. Slowly drizzle the oil into blender  
while on slow speed and combine.

6

DONITA'S HOUSE SALAD DRESSING

continued from page 61
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Granite • Marble • Engineered Stone • Cabinetry • Tile • Stone Fabrication
CUSTOM HOME ACCENTS

Featuring many cabinet and stone surface lines to choose from
Stop by our showroom and we'll be happy to assist you in designing the kitchen or bath of your dreams.

STEVE COLEMAN | OWNER/FABRICATOR     ~    JENNIFER COLEMAN | OWNER/ CABINET DESIGN & SALES

 608 S. 9TH ST. GUNNISON
970-641-6651

Custom Home Accents

Gunnison, CO.

Color 
me happy



COLOR
ME

HAPPY
Local interior designer and home goods curator 

Sally Hughes Johnson has seen many sides of decorat-
ing in Crested Butte. Originally from New Orleans, 
she brought a love of color with her when she moved 
to the mountains 30 years ago, and has been helping 
clients refresh their homes by encouraging personal 
touches and a vibrant palette. That approach works 
well in this colorful town with its mix of multi-hued 
Victorian homes, refurbished miners’ cabins and the 
current trend of mountain modern style.  

continued on page 66

S H O P  TA L K  W I T H  S A L LY  H U G H E S  J O H N S O N 
O F  W I L LO W  M E RC A N T I L E

B Y  K AT H E R I N E  N E T T L E S
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THE CUSTOM HOME DREAM TEAM
970.275.2849 • www.somrak.net

follow us on instagram! @somrakinteriors

play with color:

The handmade wooden 
TIC-TAC-TOE GAME and 
inlaid bone DOMINO 
SET are not only beautiful 
additions to your coffee 
table, but also encourage 
your family and friends to 
put down their devices and 
play a quick game together. 

CANDLES are a must have 
for any cozy space and these 

blown glass candle holders in 
assorted candy colors are sure 

to make your dining table, 
mantle, sideboard (any flat 

surface, really) feel more joyful. 

Lamps shouldn’t be boring. In fact, lamps 
are one of the room accessories that we encourage having fun 

with. This gorgeous turquoise CERAMIC LAMP goes with 
almost any decor – it’s more neutral than you think. 

An inlaid bone TRAY in a subtle black and ivory 
stripe will add a touch of sophistication and 
grounding to your coffee table. Colorful decor 
needs spots of neutrals (black, white, beige, 
brown) to settle the eyes and make the color-
ful pieces pop even 
more. 

ANIMAL FIGURINES...
every house needs a few! 

This dog sculpture is made 
of colorful recycled metal 
and each one is different. 

PILLOWS 
Our favorite way to change the look of your 
room. Always choose an “anchor” color (the red-
orange one here), a texture (the fur) and then a 
colorful one or two that make you happy. We love 
vintage Moroccan rug pillows, kilim, kantha, velvet 
and woven tapestry.

continued from page 65

continued on page 68

F O L LO W  S A L LY ' S  T I P S  O N  C R E AT I N G  A  CO LO R F U L 
PA L E T T E  F O R  YO U R  H O M E
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FOGGED WINDOW GLASS REPLACEMENT
10 Year Warranty

Crested Butte Glass

www.crestedbutteglass.com              

office: 970-641-4017

text: 970-975-1357

Locally 
owned!

BEFORE AFTER

Riverland Industrial Park • Crested Butte, CO 81224

www.blackjackgaragedoor.com

970.275.8929

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Quality Sales, Service & Repairs
Custom Wood & Steel Overlays
Emergency Door & Operator Service

Servicing most brands
Free Estimates

THE CUSTOM HOME DREAM TEAM
970.275.2849 • www.somrak.net

follow us on instagram! @somrakinteriors

continued on page 68



Although Johnson offers kitchen, bath and inte-
rior design services out of her design studio/furniture 
showroom on Belleview Avenue and often works with 
clients of her husband’s construction company, her 
favorite place to be is in Willow Mercantile, her Elk 
Avenue retail shop. 

Johnson hand picks every item she carries, and 
painstakingly creates every display throughout the 
shop. She says she has found a way to channel her love 
of shopping into the space, where it can be productive 
instead of overflowing in her own home.

 “I literally have about 50 different sources,” she 
says of her wide collection of textiles, lamps, art and 
shelf-worthy collectibles, as well as clothing, acces-
sories and party favors. “My favorite thing to do is 
put things together and to create the whole effect,” 
she says.

Most of her wares are nature inspired, including 
popular animal figurines, artwork and textiles.  She 
says people often wander in hoping to do an easy up-
date to a living room, but it takes more than a couple 
of throw pillows to make an impact.

“A lot of people don’t know how to put things 
together. It’s not just some new pillows. It’s adding a 
throw blanket, some candle, and a new lamp can go 
a long way too. The key is to add things that are per-
sonal, rather than shying away from it to have more of 
the catalog look of magazines,” she says.  

Johnson will sometimes even lend items from the 
shop to clients to try out, just to make sure it all fits 
well. 

“I love to tell someone, show me a picture of your 
sofa and we can go from there,” she explains.

To avoid the catalog or an impersonal look, she 
encourages people to choose things that they like and 
put those in their homes rather than trying to follow 
current trends or perceived rules.

“If you love orange, or you love animals, then 
decorate with those things. It’s your house,” she says.

She encourages people to continue using gray 
and white for walls, cabinetry and other hard surfaces, 
despite that scheme being so common. But then she 
encourages people to add flair. 

While she has seen a lot of the heavy-handed 
mountain motifs of previous decades get toned down 
in favor of more modern finishes, she emphasizes the 
eclectic to add coziness and soften things a bit.

“People are craving color,” she says. “I think col-
or is happy. And it’s already gray and white enough 
around here—especially in the winter.”

continued from page 66

CUSTOM HOMES SINCE 1977

970-349-5816
www.hargrovekidd.com
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SERVING THE GUNNISON VALLEY FOR OVER 20 YEARS

E X P E R T S E RV I C E

COLORADO MORTGAGE 
PROFESSIONAL
Sarah Baskfield  |  970-596-4949 
sarah@cbloanz.com

FAMILY, COUPLES 
AND INDIVIDUAL
COUNSELING
G A Y  G A R N E R  
L P C C ,  L M F T C

I  w o r k  w i t h  f a m i l i e s ,  c o u p l e s  a n d   
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ou can buy the most gorgeous light fixture 
ever, install it, and in the end, you might 
hate it. But why? The finish is perfect, the 
scale is great, it slopes on your ceiling like it 
should, but it’s just not right. Chances are, 
you hate it because the bulbs are wrong. Even 
with LED technology, many fixtures are still 
sold without light bulbs, so you get to choose 

the shape, color temperature, and brightness. If you didn’t know 
there were choices, then you might get it wrong. Buying light 
bulbs isn’t like it used to be – with so much competition, you 
might blindly buy what’s on sale on an end cap at a big box store 

or your local hardware store without even knowing what you are 
buying.

One of my favorite parts of selling lighting is making sure 
you get the right light bulb. Matching the perfect fixture with the 
right light bulbs has become a passion for me. After you choose 
the right fixture, it’s time to decide: How bright do you want 
this? Do you like warmer light or cooler? This can not only affect 
your eyes but your paint colors. And then the shape – there are so 
many cool shapes these days you really can change the look of the 
fixture simply by changing the shape of the bulb. 

So now to the nitty gritty. How do you select the perfect 
light bulb?

It's 
all 

about 
the 
light 
bulb.
L o c a l  p r o  s h a r e s  t i p s  o n  l i g h t i n g  — 

i t ' s  m o r e  c o m p l i c a t e d  t h a n  y o u  t h i n k 
			           s t o r y  a n d  p h o t o s  b y  K i m  R a i n e s

Y
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The lighting industry is changing 
and becoming more energy effi-
cient. This means the bulbs are still 
as bright but use less energy. In the 
past, we used the term wattage to 
determine how bright a bulb is. But 
now, bulbs have a lower wattage but 
still emit the same brightness. So, 
you want to focus on how many lu-
mens you need in each space. Bath-
rooms will need more, kitchen pen-
dants over an island where you have 
a lot of task-oriented cans can have a 
lower output to be softer on the eyes. 
This info will be listed on the box 
– it will note the lumen output and 
then the wattage comparison so you 
know how bright your bulb will be.

I think the Kelvin temperature of a 
light bulb is the most important part. 
The wrong color temperature and an 
inconsistent color temp throughout 
a property can be really distracting 
and uncomfortable. In most resi-
dential situations, you want 2700K 
for a warmer touch and 3000K for 
a fresher, more contemporary feel. If 
you have ever had a bad experience 
with a light bulb, chances are they 
were too high of a Kelvin temp and 
therefore too blue/white. 

1.

2.
3.

Learn about Kelvin 
Temperature

Determine your lumen 
output need

Determine the 
shape of bulb you 
like

The days of your normal shaped A19 
bulb that you have always seen are 
gone. Bulb shape to me is almost 
as important as the two above. The 
shape of the bulb can totally change 
the look of your fixture. The candle 
shape is more traditional, but you 
can make a fixture more industrial 
or Mid Century looking by using a 
round or tube shape. Once you fig-
ure out the color temp you want, the 
output you need, then we get to talk 
about the pretty stuff! 

continued on page 72



Do you want a frosted bulb or to see 
the filaments?

Similar to above, the color of the glass can totally change the look 
of your fixture! Frosted bulbs give a more Mid Century vibe but 
are softer on the eyes, which sometimes is important if a light bulb 
is at eye level like a kitchen pendant over your island. Filament 
bulbs give you the sparkle and are a little more industrial looking. 
Also, if you have an open fixture with a pattern, a filament bulb 
can enhance the shadows on the walls + ceilings! So, if you don’t 
like that, frosted is the way to go!

4.

Kim Raines owns and operates both Mountain Colors Paint Store 
in town and the new Showroom in Riverland.

Visit the Willow Mercantile 
at 326 Elk Ave for a 

Joyful Collection of Treasures 
for You & Your Home 

WILLOW

www.willowcb.com   970.349.2428

You'll Find Our Exceptional Cabinetry, 
Tile & Flooring Lines in the 

Design Studio at 322 Belleview Ave
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970.275.8144 | WWW.BIGCBUILDERS.COM
AJ@BIGCBUILDERS.COM

970.275.8144  |  WWW.BIGCBUILDERS.COM
AJ@BIGCBUILDERS.COM
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CASSIE SLENTZ GATES
Broker Associate
970.596.5516
cgates@livsothebysrealty.com

Don’t just look 
for a place. 
Discover a home.

Nothing compares.
LIVCRESTEDBUTTE.COM
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      CB 
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4 1 2  E l k  A v e n u e :  T h e  J o e  B l o c k  h o u s e

By Melissa Fenlon412 ELK
1890 Block family members 

and friends pose on the 
front porch of Joe’s Block’s 

simple wood frame front 
gable house in Crested 
Butte. Joe and his wife 

Louisa stand center, with 
Marie L. Block and Mrs. Tim 
Dowling on the step below 

them; Joe Howland and 
Joseph H. Block flank the 

center group. Photo cour-
tesy Denver Public Library 

Special Collections,  X-7628
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Each one of the historic buildings on Elk Avenue has a story to tell. 
The structures were built by Crested Butte’s founding families who came to the new sup-

ply town in the 1880s. One of those families, the Joseph Block family, came to town after the 
silver boom in Irwin dwindled. In the early 1890s, the town was becoming a coal mining town 
– it was a time of regrowth. 

Joe Block was an important sole proprietor in those early mining days. Many in town 
were employed by the mining company, thus shopped at the Company Store, as they were 
paid in scrip. But Joe Block had a successful meat market on Elk Avenue, serving the whole 
community.

When he and his wife, Louisa moved to town from Irwin, they built a house at 412 Elk 
Avenue, that still stands today. 

“These houses brought a sense of place, a sense of purpose,” says Molly Minneman, who 
served as the Town of Crested Butte’s principal planner for 28 years. She oversaw the town’s 
historic preservation efforts. “These homes were where families were birthed and died in a way 
we don’t experience today. These houses exude our history.”

The Joe Block house represents a sense of place and belonging, Minneman says. “It speaks 
to the coal mining era that sustained this town and it’s culture,” she says.

The house represents the vernacular architecture of the time in Crested Butte – the frame 
construction, gable roof with overhanding eaves, double-hung sash windows and a projecting 
front porch. 

continued on page 76

MEAT MARKET
In 1885, Joseph 
Block wears a white 
apron and poses in 
front of his store on 
the boardwalk with 
Edward Block, Vic 
Anderson, Bill Carroll, 
Mike Connors, and 
a group of children. 
Photo courtesy 
Denver Public Library 
Special Collections, 
X-7643
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EXPERIENCED DESIGN PROVEN IN THE HIGH COUNTRY

SOLAR ELECTRIC SYSTEMS

Design • Install • Troubleshooting • Sales

Stand-Alone / Battery Backup / Grid-Connected
970.642.5554  / info@nunatakenergy.com

www.nunatakenergy.com
Located in the Gunnison Valley

“I have always loved this house,” Minneman says. 
“I love the quintessential proportions, the simplicity of 
how people lived.”

It was a house that was most likely not too difficult 
to build, but had special elements that stood out at the 
time like the curved shed roof and the little decoration 
on the front porch posts. 

Minneman points out that the early families of 
Crested Butte’s mining era brought architectural ele-
ments from their home countries, which created a 
vernacular style, special to Crested Butte. “They were 
building homes for a place for their families to live. 
There was not a lot of money for resources, so they 
brought patterns from the old country.” 

Minneman remembers in the 1970s when she was 
a student at Western State (now Western Colorado Uni-
versity), she would walk along Elk Avenue and marvel 
at the gorgeous columbines in the garden at 412 Elk 
Avenue. Dave Oberosler remembers those columbines 
well. His mother, Angelina Oberosler owned the Block 
house for several decades, beginning in the late 1950s. 
His middle and high school years were spent in the 
house on Elk Avenue. 

Dave’s mom bought the house after her husband 
passed away. A sign of how close the community was 
at that time, Dave explains that his mom did not have 
the money to purchase the home, or get a loan from 
the bank. So, Tony Mihelich, from Tony’s Conoco, fi-
nanced the home, so she and her kids had a place to call 
their own. 

“You have to realize Crested Butte was in the toi-
let then,” Dave continues. The mine had closed, and 
the majority of families left town looking for work. But 
many families stayed, like the Oberoslers. “Her com-
munity was here,” Dave says. 

continued on page 78

continued from page 75

 Crested Butte Ace Hardware   
 607 6th Street
  Crested Butte,   CO   81224  
(970) 349-5305 

We’re your grilling headquarters
 
The best brands and personalized service right in your neighborhood.

Crested Butte Ace Hardware
607 6th Street
Crested Butte, CO 81224
(970) 349-5305
acehardware.com
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Mountain Surfaces
Visualize . Design . Implement

115 S 14th Street Gunnison, CO 81230  
970.641.4712

www.mountainsurfaces.com
Flooring Experts Serving the Gunnison Valley since 2000

Mountain Surfaces
Visualize . Design . Implement

115 S 14th Street Gunnison, CO 81230  
970.641.4712

www.mountainsurfaces.com
Flooring Experts Serving the Gunnison Valley since 2000

M E A G H A N

Y O U N G

J E W E L R Y

meaghanyoung.com 411 3rd St.

Custom Fine

Jewelry

Jewelry Design

Classes & Retreats

Business

Consulting 

Crested Butte's Own

Global Jeweler

Dave remembers fondly how much his mother 
loved to cook, especially for friends. “If you wanted to 
be on the good side of mom, you got all of your chores 
done and then you’d bring a friend or two over for din-
ner. She loved to cook for people,” he says. Baking was 
her favorite and Dave says she made countless fruit 
cakes in the coal-fired stove in her kitchen at 412 Elk. 

“Her passion was gardening and she enjoyed wild-
flowers more than anything,” Dave recalls. She especial-
ly loved columbines, the native pale yellow and white, 
along with pink ones. “She had them all and they were 
all from the wild, you didn’t buy seeds then,” he says. 

Dave is happy that his family home at 412 Elk Av-
enue still stands. Even though those were hard times in 
Crested Butte, Dave has many fond memories of the 
place. 

“One of the greatest things about living there was 
it was only one block to school,” he laughs. “Never had 
to go very far! At that time, there were not buses, no hot 
lunches, so school shut down at 12 o’clock and the kids 
had to go home for lunch, then be back to school by 1.”

A notable feature Dave remembers about the house 
was an etched sketch they found on one of the four 
panel window panes. “Somebody had drawn a picture, 
etched on it, of an Irish setter,” he explains. “That was 
special,” he says. 

Dave and his wife Polly still live in the area. 
In most recent history, the house has been home to 

a gallery, real estate office and a dental office.
Today, when Minneman goes past the Joe Block 

house and others in town, she gets a feeling that is hard 
to put into words. “It feels as though these houses have 
welcomed so many people into this community. They 
were built by the people who created this community.”

continued from page 76

JOE AND ERNESTINE
1890s Joseph holds granddaughter Ernestine on top of 
a dark horse in front of the Elk Mountain House. Photo 
courtesy Denver Public Library Special Collections, 
X-7637



  PEAK MAGAZINE 2023-24   |   79

Majestic Peaks
CUSTOM HOMES

DESIGN ~ BUILD ~ TURNKEY ~ CUSTOM HOMES
Crested Butte - Ridgway - Telluride - Beyond

970-596-7375  |  Info@MajesticPeaks.com  |  MajesticPeaks.com

Exceptional Post and Beam Strength ~ Beauty ~ 78 Years

INDEPENDENT DEALER
CONTRACTOR

Joseph Block was born in France in 1830, 
close to the German border. He made his way 
to the United States alone via ship when he 
was only 15. Arriving in Philadelphia, he 
was turned over to the mayor because of his 
age. This is when Block began his career as a 
butcher, apprenticing with a Quaker butcher. 

“In 1859, caught up in the gold fever, 
Joseph headed west via rail to Nebraska,” 
according to Colorado Families: A territorial 
Heritage. He befriended other speculators, 
and finally acquired some claims in Black 
Hawk and Central City. He invested in real 
estate in Denver and Central City. A series of 
unfortunate events cost him his wealth, so he 
and his wife Louisa moved to Irwin, where 
a silver camp was booming. “In 1885, when 
silver prices plummeted and people began 
to leave Irwin, Joseph moved his family and 
business nine miles east to the new coal min-
ing town of Crested Butte. He retired in 1900 
and lived there until his death,” according to 
Colorado Families.

His son, Joseph H. Block became an 
important figure in early Crested Butte. He 

first sorted ore in the 
Forest Queen Mine 
and studied geology 
and mineralogy with 
the company geolo-
gist there. His interest 
in mining grew, and 
he located a number 
of claims in the Ruby 
districts, which he 
eventually patented. 
He became an expert 
skier, and for two 
years carried the mail 
between Irwin and 
Crested Butte. He 
served as Gunnison 
County Commission-
er for 10 years, begin-
ning in 1896, was on the Crested Butte town 
council and was fire chief.  

Marie Block, a daughter of Joseph Block 
Sr. was a skilled musician and for her 16th 
birthday, her father gave her the first baby 
grand piano in Crested Butte. 

Meet Joe Block

JOESEPH AND LOUISA
1890 Joseph and Louisa Block sit in the 
corner of a room in their home. Framed 
portraits, a painting and The Divine 
House Blessing in German, all hang on 
the wall above them. Photo courtesy 
Denver Public Library Special Collec-
tions, X-7639
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970-596-1039    |    WrightAngleConstruction.com

TEXT MICHELLE 
 AT 970-333-0142
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HOMES ON THE
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UPDATES AS
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Crested Butte, Colorado  970.349.8959 
www.sprout-studio.net

landscape architecture • construction collaboration
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emodeling your kitchen is a daunting task, to say the least. It’s the sort 
of upheaval that’s best done before you move into a place, or at least 
while you are temporarily living somewhere else. But when you start 

with a sink the size of a dinner plate and you want to say goodbye to marbled 
brown Formica countertops and a broken gas cooktop, sometimes you have 
to take the plunge. continued on page 82

Tales 
from a 
kitchen 
remodel
STORY AND PHOTOS BY KATHERINE NETTLES

R
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And by taking the plunge, I mean having your kitchen 
ripped out and then slowly reassembled while you are living 
there. In my case, with two cats, two kids on summer break 
and a husband who works from home. And coincidentally, a 
garage being relocated to our property at the exact same time, 
with excavators and work crews pouring a foundation, which 
meant mud taking over most of the yard. And house.  

Still, we took the plunge during the summer of 2022, 
and I am so happy we did. We learned a lot from our first-ever 
remodeling project that will be useful for any future plans we 
make, and most importantly I got a kitchen I am happy with. 

We knew we wanted to make a few changes to the kitch-
en for functionality, and started planning (and saving) as soon 
as we bought the house a few years prior. But remodeling our 
kitchen was a gradual decision we came to. It started with us 
just wanting the bigger sink, but a bigger sink meant a bigger 
cabinet base. And that’s how we came to realize, as contractor 
after contractor informed us, how unrealistic our hopes for a 
minor “tweak” really were. 

So, we settled on some new cabinets. At least new bases, 
if not uppers. But then we started thinking about a new lay-
out, with more room to work. The old kitchen did not meet 
modern codes, for example, and we had to bump elbows to 
share the space at all. A new, more open layout and a bigger, 
more usable island sounded swell. 

In my naivete I didn’t realize how many little decisions 
were about to become months of research, since we were not 
using the full-service plan from our contractor in the interest 

of stretching the budget further. In hindsight I am glad, but 
I wish I had been prepared for how each item would send me 
into a rabbit hole of hours upon hours of website browsing, 
cost comparisons, agonizing over colors, styles, sizes and ma-
terials to choose. Who knew a faucet could take me five weeks 
of research? Or that tile can either cost $2.50 per square foot, 
or $250?

And then when we were ready to order cabinetry, we 
learned that first we needed to have every single appliance 
ordered. That set us back another month, as supply chains 
changed our options and I found more rabbit holes.

When we finally had everything ordered though, we had 
a tentative start date. 

So, I planned to move into my parent’s place for a few 
weeks, and then we added on a family vacation. But of course 
that is not quite enough time for a full remodel, especially 
since we got complicated by capping an old gas line in favor 
of an electric induction stove, and we were moving plumbing 
and electrical around. 

When we returned from our other stays, the kitchen had 
been gutted and a lot of the behind-the-walls work was in 
process. 

continued from page 80

continued on page 84

before
after
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Discover the perfect mountain property 
with Haverly Townhomes, 

planned with your comfort and lifestyle in mind.

haverlytownhomes.com

Jesse Ebner
Owner/Broker

326 Elk Avenue

970-901-2922

Jesse@JesseEbner.com

haverly
Crested Butte South

TOWNHOMES

— NOW AVAILABLE —
3 AND 4 BEDROOM UNITS

Each unit has 2.5 bathrooms, 
a 2-car tandem garage and heated storage

A B R I T
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We’ve got this, I said. We promptly created an “outdoor 
kitchen” with a plastic table and our camping gear set up by the 
hose and the grill. 

We’ve got this, I figured, as I stepped through plastic tarps 
and carried dishwater across the house and refilled cooler ice 
and recalled how lucky we are to live with running water and 
electricity and shelter in the first place. We’ve got this. I even 
salvaged an electric griddle from a free pile in town and plugged 
it in on my desk. 

But within a week, a tile saw for the contractors had to be 
moved into that “outdoor kitchen” space, along with a large, 
clay-caked tarp and boxes of screws and buckets of tile and 
shards of leftover lumber pieces. 

And the tile saw stayed until October. 
After a few weeks I abandoned my outdoor kitchen efforts, 

and used a couple Tupperware bins to store our essentials by 
my husband’s desk, moving them in and out of the kitchen 
cabinet frames in between contractor shifts. We set up a pair of 
sawhorses with two-by-fours and a bit of plywood as a rickety 
countertop. The routine became: get up, set up a cutting board 
station, rummage in the cooler and snack bins, bring in the 
microwave, make breakfast and lunch before contractors arrive, 
and move it all back out before they get there. At the end of the 
day, clean up the dust and tarps, move back in for dinner. Wash 
dishes in the bathroom sink. Repeat. 

After a few more weeks, I caved in and bought 
paper plates and compostable flatware. My resolve 
to avoid disposables had vaporized with 100 tiny 
betrayals of time and space. And I missed riding my 
bike. 

By September my resolve to avoid processed, 
prepackaged foods had also reduced itself to ap-
preciation for modern processing technology. And 
when the backordered oven arrived seven months 
after purchase, it didn’t work. Then one particularly 
cold and windy week, the burners in our grill kept 
blowing out and the open lid caught a current and 
the whole operation blew off the deck. 

We started eating out as much as possible.
But we learned some things. We learned that 

these things take time – more time than you want 
them to. We learned about how to navigate mis-
communications, add-ons, occasional re-dos and 
be nice to the people doing the work. Sometimes 
they are working late and you’ve grilled a bunch of 
salmon burgers and yes, they would love for you to 
make them one too. But they won’t ask, so just offer. 
Remember they are solving your problem.

Factor in Plan A, Plan B, Plan C, and the plans 
you won’t know about needing until they happen. 
The first plan we didn’t know we needed was humor, 
but it was essential to survival, and it helped our 
kids to deal with the mayhem to see us all joking 
about it. 

continued from page 82

continued on page 86

"The first plan we 
didn’t know 

we needed was 
humor, but it 
was essential 

to survival. 
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Ross Tunkey | Broker Associate

970.209.9046 | ross@bbre1.com | bbre1.com

1 Summit Court, Lot 30 The Summit | Mt. Crested Butte

.76 Acre | Unparalleled Access to Skiing and Summer Trails | Offered for $900,000

Ski to your dream mountain home on this spectacular top-of-the-world homesite bordering open space in the coveted 
Summit neighborhood. Three-quarter acre parcel on cul-de-sac features breathtaking views in all directions.
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www.crestedbuttebank.com

970-349-0170
6th (Hwy. 135) & Gothic Ave., Crested Butte

Friendly, knowledgeable, local people 
who will help you find the 
loan that is right for you. 

Your town.
Your home.
Your bank.

The Gunnison Bank and Trust Company

Full Service Mortgage Department   970.349.0170 • 970.641.7841

970-641-3520
CONTACT US

WWW.GCEA.COOP
WEBSITE

IS SOLAR RIGHT
FOR MY HOME?

With an increased focus on renewable energy and healthy tax
credits, it’s no wonder that solar energy is so appealing. As a GCEA
member, your electricity is already powered by 34% renewable
energy. If you are looking to generate your own solar energy, GCEA is
here to help you decide if rooftop solar is the right option for you. We
want to be your trusted resource as you evaluate your current
electric usage and appropriate solar system size with your installer. 
   
Scan the QR code to the right to learn
more about GCEA’s solar opportunities,
or call (970) 641-3520 to speak to our
solar specialist.

Factor in the very real costs of dining out more. 
Realize you will probably not eat the healthiest. So maybe 

have a goal in mind that helps you get back in shape again after 
you reclaim your cooking space.

And when the kitchen project was finished and I had 
moved my dishes back in and tested out my new triangles of 
efficiency (it’s a thing), it was all worthwhile. We gradually 
gained a space that we can all use more easily, a space that 
makes me smile when I take it in, and a large, open sink to 
wash the largest pot I own. We had a fully functional kitchen 
by Christmas (who’s counting), and I was giddy baking and 
cooking everything I could on Christmas weekend in my new, 
fully functional kitchen. 

The last thing I learned more about was what to do with 
our old stuff. We are total scavengers, so we knew we didn’t 
want to send this stuff to the landfill. The old kitchen’s beauti-
ful, custom made cabinets I had loved but couldn’t use with 
a larger sink now sit in our newly placed garage, where we 
hope to install them someday. We saved a large wooden slab 
countertop for some future project. And the appliances that 
couldn’t be donated were recycled. This felt important. Ac-
cording to Visual Capitalist, home renovations can generate 60 
pounds of waste per square foot on average. And construction 
and demolition debris make up almost a quarter of all waste 
the U.S generates each year. So I think it’s worth scrapping the 
old stuff to sell, donate or reuse instead of putting it all in a 
roll-off dumpster if possible.

My sense of environmental responsibility took me in 
some noble directions, even if they were not successful. Les-
sons learned: you will not be able to cook very easily when 
the contractors are putting in a new kitchen. You might break 
down and use disposable stuff (and it goes so quickly!). But 
you may be able to use an electric griddle teetering on a two-
by-four. And it will all be worth it.

continued from page 84
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BACK AT THE RANCHBACK AT THE RANCH

unique furniture unique furniture 
for unique peoplefor unique people

100 W. Spencer Ave. Gunnison, CO 81230   |    970.641.0727

www.BackAtTheRanchFurniture.com

Joe Garcia
Coldwell Banker Mountain Properties
Global Luxury Specialist | GRI certified

970-209-4034
joegarcia@cbmp.com

CB raised since 1972!

GABRIELLA Garcia
Coldwell Banker Mountain Properties
Broker Associate

970-275-4573
gabriella.garcia@cbmp.com

born and raised in cb!

2021 International Society of Excellence
Awarded to Fewer than 1% of 

Coldwell Banker® Agents Worldwide

2022 International President’s Premier
Awarded to the top 3% of

Coldwell Banker® Agents Worldwide

YOU DESERVE THE BEST REAL ESTATE SERVICE

the garcia group is HERE TO PROVIDE IT
we know this valley!
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COUNTERTOP
CONFIDENTIAL

Go-to surfaces from local designers.

We asked some of Crested Butte's designers to share their favorite surfaces for kitchen countertops. 
From neutral marble-like whites to textural tones that highlight color and depth, Jenny Jeffery and 
Heidi Sherratt Bogart give their top countertops. 

Basalt 
Countertop
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continued on page 90
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Ask us about our top sellers perfect
 for the Gunnison Valley!

PowerView® Automation, Duette® Honeycomb Shades, Vignette®
Modern Roman Shades, Designer Screen Shades

Call us today for your free virtual, in
home or showroom consultation!

515 Riverland Drive, Crested Butte, CO 81224
970-349-2504

blindfaithCB.com

We’ve got your back

Sean Turner
970.349.2424 • 736 Riverland Drive

watch d o gvacat i o n . co m

“Sean has been so extremely helpful and proactive 
in helping us manage and rent our place.  

Needless to say we are VERY HAPPY  
with the new Watchdog Vacation Rentals!”

-Terry and Karen Robinson, Watchdog Homeowners



LIVING   JOURNEYS
community cancer support

No one in Gunnison
County has to face

cancer alone.

To receive support or get involved in this critical
work visit our website or call 970-349-2777.

Cancer patients and their families
have access to financial grants,

emotional therapy, transportation
assistance, weekly meals, and more.

Show your support by
joining us for some fun

this summer!

23rd Annual Summit Hike & Trail Runs
July 29, 2023

3rd Annual Golf Tournament 
May 20, 2023

Learn more at www.livingjourneys.org.

BASALT

Basalt is one of our new favorites. It's an igneous 
volcanic honed stone and is as durable as granite, and 
the beautiful look of limestone. 

Heidi's picks:
Heidi Sherratt Bogart is the owner and designer of Interior 
Visions in downtown Crested Butte. 

QUARTZITE: MONT BLANC SATIN

If you love the look of marble but don't like the stress 
over the etching, scratching and staining of a softer 
natural stone material, then take a look at quartzite. 
This natural stone is super strong, making it one of the 
most maintenance free countertops. One of our top 
picks is Mont Blanc Satin. 

QUARTZ: CLOUDBURST CONCRETE

Quartz is a manmade engineered solid surface that can 
create a modern look with its monochromatic options, 
like one of our favorites, Cloudburst Concrete.

continued on page 93
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NEED A REFRESH ON YOUR INTERIOR OR EXTERIOR SPACE?

 315 N. Main St., Gunnison  |  970.641.2560  
Open Mon - Sat. 9-5:30  |  millerfurniture_gunnison.com

KRAAI DESIGN ARCHITECTURE
www.kraaidesign.com 970.364.2255

TIMELESS. INNOVATIVE. BALANCED.



Jenny's picks:

Allen-Guerra . Summit County
711 B Granite St. 
Frisco . CO
970.453.7002   

allen-guerra.com
Marie-Dominique Verdier (mdvphoto.com)

Allen-Guerra . Crested Butte
201 D Elk Avenue
Crested Butte . CO
970.251.5422



J Reeser Architect LLC
970.641.4740  |  jreeserarchitect.com

CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL

HISTORIC REHABILITATION

MULTI-FAMILY

QUARTZITE: PARAMOUNT

Love this quartzite because it is both bold, yet also 
neutral. It works well in both kitchens and bathrooms 
and is a great choice for a natural stone. 

Jenny's picks:
Jenny Jeffery is the co-owner and lead designer at ABRIT 
Construction in Crested Butte. 

QUARTZ: ZURI

This is our favorite affordable quartz. This quartz goes 
with everything and is such a pretty neutral. Zuri is 
one of our go-tos that is easy to use and looks so much 
like natural stone. 

AGGLOMERATE MARBLE

This marble in Palloodio Moro, is perfect for a bold 
space, like a bar or powder room. The terrazzo look is 
in, and this is an upscale version of that. 

Allen-Guerra . Summit County
711 B Granite St. 
Frisco . CO
970.453.7002   

allen-guerra.com
Marie-Dominique Verdier (mdvphoto.com)

Allen-Guerra . Crested Butte
201 D Elk Avenue
Crested Butte . CO
970.251.5422

continued from page 90
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970-209-5111www.jamesrayspahn.com
ARCHITECTURE, INTERIOR, LIFESTYLE & RESORT PHOTOGRAPHY
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HOW� DID YOU FIND CRESTED BUTTE?
After meeting in Anchorage, Alaska, we wanted to explore 
Colorado and our friend had gone to Western and was living in 
CB. As soon as we arrived, we knew it was a special place and we 
decided to stay for the winter, renting a small apartment next to 
old time locals Tuck and MJ.

WHEN DID CB FEEL LIKE HOME?
We knew this felt like home the moment we pulled into town. 
Just pure magic. We worked hard, played hard, and immediately 
felt like we were a part of  the community.

WHY ARE YOU PROUD TO CALL CB HOME?
The entire Gunnison Valley is a wonderful place unlike anywhere 
else we’ve traveled. It is not easy to get here. It’s a long way from 
an interstate and big department stores, but that is what
makes it so special. We are thankful to raise our son in this 
glorious place where camping, biking, fishing, and skiing are just 
out our front door.

WHAT SETS CB APART FROM OTHER COMMUNITIES?
CB locals have grit, pride, and love to dress up in funky 
costumes! We help each other out in a heartbeat, and that is the 
CB way.  Everyone wants to pitch in to make the valley a better 
way of  living.

T H I S  P L A C E  W E  C A L L

HOME

T H E  B R A W N E R  F A M I L Y

Each year, we feature a Crested Butte local and their story... 
Meet Scott and Katie Brawner.

co
ur

te
sy

 p
ho

to
Scott is the general manager and co-owner of Bonez tequila bar and grill on Elk Avenue, and is working on more 

Crested Butte restaurant projects to come. Katie is a dental assistant at Crested Butte Dental and, as a former D-1 hockey 
player at St. Cloud State University in Minnesota, now coaches youth hockey for the West Elk Hockey Association.
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INTERIOR  |  EXTERIOR  |  RESIDENTIAL  |  COMMERCIAL
ALTITUDEPAINTING@LIVE.COM    ALTITUDEPAINTING.COM

Jordan
Butterfield

970.975.1377
SERVICE  •  SWEEP

CONSULTATION

experienced
certified
insured

butterfieldfireplace.com
butterfieldfs@gmail.com

HONEST, ETHICAL, PROFESSIONAL

AUDRIE TOWNSEND
Broker/Owner
(970) 209-6208

CLARKE AGENCY REAL ESTATE
241 N. Main St. Gunnison, CO 81230

www.clarkeagency.net

JOSH TOWNSEND
Broker/Owner
(970) 209-4479

22002211  &&  
22002222  BBeesstt  
RReeaallttoorrss

CLAY
STUDIO
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A fully-equipped
ceramics studio

STUDIO 
SPACE

for ceramic artists

CLASSES
for kids & adults

GALLERY
of ceramic arts

WORKSHOPS
throughout the year

COMMUNITY
outreach

Visit www.crestedbutteclaystudio.com for more information
 info@crestedbutteclaystudio.com  |  @crestedbutteclaystudio

423 Belleview Unit 2 
(in the alley)

come see us!

611 Third Street
Crested Butte

Across from the skate park 

970.349.1110

FULL MENU & 
TO ORDER ONLINE 

MIKEYSPIZZA.NET

Largest slices In town!

Every frame is

bringing your memories
& artwork to life! 

Call OC (Nicky) 970-275-8910

 OC Frames
Unique

Bill Barvitski, P.E.
SERVICES

• Residential / Commercial Structural Engineering
• On-Site Wastewater Treatment System Designs

(Septic Systems)

970-642-4110 | bill@troutcreekengineering.com
www.troutcreekengineering.com | 100 North Main St.

Check out all of the CBN Publications:

crestedbuttenews.com

thepeakcb.com

crestedbuttevisitorsguide.com
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A fully-equipped
ceramics studio

STUDIO 
SPACE

for ceramic artists

CLASSES
for kids & adults

GALLERY
of ceramic arts

WORKSHOPS
throughout the year

COMMUNITY
outreach

Visit www.crestedbutteclaystudio.com for more information
 info@crestedbutteclaystudio.com  |  @crestedbutteclaystudio

423 Belleview Unit 2 
(in the alley)

come see us!

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
Andrew Hadley Architect, PC
970.349.0806
123 Elk Avenue #2, Crested Butte
andrewhadleyarchitect.com

Allen Guerra Architecture
Crested Butte, Colorado
970.251.5422
Frisco, Colorado
970.453.7002
Allen-guerra.com

Helland Architecture
Cam Helland 
970.275.8778  
cam@hellandarchitecture.com 
hellandarchitecture.com

J Reeser Architect LLC
970.641.4740
117 West Georgia Ave.
PO Box 599
Gunnison, CO 81230
jreeserarchitect.com

Laggis Design & Construction
970.209.0485
405 Third Street Suite E, Crested Butte 
chris@laggisconstruction.com 
laggisconstruction.com

Kraai Design Architecture
Eric Kraai
970.364.2255
eric@kraaidesign.com
kraaidesign.com  

SHM Architects
Crested Butte Colorado
970.713.0700
Dallas, Texas
214.252.3830
info@shmarchitects.com
shmarchitects.com

ARTISTS & GALLERIES
Artisan Rug Gallery
970.349.0116
311 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
jeff@artisanruggallery.com
artisanruggallery.com

James Ray Spahn, Photographer
970.209.5111
jamesrayspahn.com

John Ingham Studio
970.275.4434
inghamart.com 

Prop Imagery
Photo & Video Production
Alex & Bethany Montlary
727-409-0314
propimagery.com

Redline Gallery
970.765.1195 
429 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte 
redlinegallerycb@gmail.com 
redlinegallerycb.com

Tammy Medlin Fine Art
843.367.4314
tammy@medlinfineart.com
medlinfineart.com

AUDIO/VIDEO
King Systems, LLC
Audio/Video Design & Installation
970.349.3425 
(In the Post Office Parking Lot)
222 Maroon Avenue, Crested Butte
theavkings.com

BIKE SALES & RENTALS
Big Al’s Bicycle Heaven
970.349.0515 
207 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte 
bigalsbicycleheaven.com

CB Pedicab Tours
Tandem bike rentals
970.510.0508
719B Fourth Street, Crested Butte 
cbBikeTours.com

BLACKSMITHS
ACD Metal
Adam Chater, owner
970.209.7767 
acdmetal@gmail.com
acdwelders.com

Blackstar Ironworks
Jeff Brethauer, owner
970.275.8460 
321 Red Lady Avenue, Crested Butte 
blackstarironworks.com

BUILDERS & ENGINEERS
ABRIT Construction, Inc 
Simon Jeffery 
970.209.4597
254 White Stallion Circle 
Crested Butte, CO 81224
simonvictorjeffery@msn.com
Instagram: Abritconstruction

Beckwith Brick
Paul Barney
970.209.8605
beckwithbrick.com

Big C Builders, Inc.
AJ Cattles, owner
970.275.8144
PO Box 276, Gunnison, CO 81230
BigCBuilders.com
AJ@BigCBuilders.com

Cedar Ridge Construction
Scott Hahn | 970.209.5486
Geordie VanMarter | 970.209.4898
Crested Butte
cedarridgeconstructionco.com

Copper Creek Homes, LLC
Roger Cesario 
970.349.5462 
116 Sixth Street Suite 203, Crested Butte 
info@coppercreekhomes.net 
coppercreekhomes.net

David Gross General Contractor
970.901.1798
319 Elk Avenue Unit 5, Crested Butte 
info@davidgrossgc.com
davidgrossgc.com

Hargrove-Kidd Builders
970.349.5816
523 Riverland Drive
PO Box 3331, Crested Butte
julia@hargrovekidd.com
Hargrovekidd.com

Jim Thomas Construction
970.349.5271 / 970.209.4993 
307 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte 
jimthomasconstruction@gmail.com 

Majestic Peaks Custom Homes
Lindal Cedar Homes
Brent Hughes
970.240.9250 Western Office
970.596.7375 Mobile
720.945.9250 Denver
info@majesticpeaks.com
majesticpeaks.com

Miller Custom Homes, LLC
970.209.4392
427 Belleview Avenue Suite 101
PO Box 1944, Crested Butte
millercustomhomescb.com

continued on page 98
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Somrak Concept + Structure, Inc.
970.275.2849 
427 Belleview Avenue Suite 103
PO Box 394, Crested Butte
somrak.net 

Top Tier Construction
Sterling White
970.209.2918
80 Buckley Drive, Unit 1E
PO Box 1152, Crested Butte
toptiercb.com

Trout Creek Engineering | Bill Barvitski, PE
970.642.4110
100 North Main Street, Gunnison
bill@troutcreekengineering.com
troutcreekengineering.com

Wright Angle Construction, Inc. 
970.596.1039   
PO Box 1637, Crested Butte   
wrightangleconstruction.com

BUILDING SUPPLIES
AM Salvage, Erik Meyers
100 Industrial Park Road
Gunnison
970.596.2407
greenbldr@gmail.com
barnwoodamsalvage.com

Hi-Country Floors To Go
970.641.3373
111 South 10th Street, Gunnison
hccarpetntile@gmail.com
gunnison.floorstogo.com

Mountain Surfaces
970.641.4712
115 S. 14th Street, Gunnison
mountainsurfacesheidi@gmail.com
mountainsurfaces.com

CLAY STUDIO
Crested Butte Clay Studio
423 Belleview Avenue Unit 2 (in the alley)
Crested Butte
crestedbutteclaystudio.com

COUNSELING SERVICES
Garnering Hope Counseling
Gay Garner LPCC, LMFTC
210.640.9602
garneringhopecounseling.com

DISPENSARIES
Durango Organics
970.349.5993
310 Belleview Avenue Unit 2, Crested Butte
durangoorganics.com

Rocky Mountain Cannabis
917.251.5472 
322 Belleview Avenue, Crested Butte 
rockymountaincannabis.com

ELECTRONICS
Electronic Solutions
970.349.7700
717 Sixth Street, Crested Butte
electronicsolutions.info

King Systems, LLC
Audio/Video Design & Installation
970.349.3425 
(In the Post Office Parking Lot)
222 Maroon Avenue, Crested Butte
theavkings.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Benchmark Mortgage
970.713.0902
Diane Beaumont NMLS #247026
311 Sixth Street, Crested Butte
benchmarkcolorado.com

The Crested Butte Bank
970.349.0170
116 Sixth Street
PO Box 1010, Crested Butte
crestedbuttebank.com

The Gunnison Bank
970.641.0320
232 West Tomichi Avenue, 
Gunnison, Colorado 81230
gunnisonbank.com 

Erin Fabbre
Loan Originator
NMLS # 2084879
(303) 827-8758
efabbre@artisanhomeloans.com
treelinelendingteam.com
 
Shondeck Financial
970.641.4700 / 970.349.1041
114 N. Boulevard Street Suites 102 & 105
Gunnison
502 Whiterock Avenue Suite 202, Crested Butte
shondeckfinancial.com

Sarah Baskfield
970.596.4949 / 303-484-7574 Fax
Sarah@CBLoanz.com

FRAMES
OC Frames
Nicky O’Connor (OC)
970.275.8910
Crested Butte

GARAGE DOORS
Blackjack Garage Door, LLC
Certified Raynor Dealer
970.275.8929
244 Buckley Drive Unit 1, Riverland
greg@blackjackgaragedoor.com
blackjackgaragedoor.com 

Kooler Garage Doors
970.596.3696
811 North Main Street
Gunnison, Colorado 81230
info@koolergaragedoors.com
KoolerGarageDoors.com

HARDWARE
Crested Butte Ace Hardware
970.349.5305
607 Sixth Street, Crested Butte
acehardware.com

HEATING
Butterfield Fireplace Services
Jordan Butterfield
970.975.1377
butterfieldfs@gmail.com
butterfieldfireplace.com

The Fireplace Company
970.641.6882
515 West Tomichi Avenue, Gunnison 
thefpco.com
office@thefpco.com

HOME ORGANIZATION 
CB Custom Closets
970.596.1248
robinjoyyost@gmail.com
cbcustomclosets.com

HOME DÉCOR, FURNITURE 
DESIGN & SALES
Back At The Ranch
970.641.0727
100 W. Spencer Ave.
backattheranchfurniture.com

Casa Bella
970.349.6380
321 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
casabellacb.com

continued from page 97
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Miller Furniture
970.641.2560
315 North Main Street, Gunnison
iammillerfurniture@gmail.com
Millerfurniture-gunnison.com

Mountain Colors Paint + Supply
301 Belleview Avenue, Crested Butte
970.349.9200 
Mountain Colors Showroom
244 Buckley Drive Unit 3, Riverland
Kim Raines, Owner
970.975.0788
kim@cbshowroom.com
cbshowroom.com

The Boom-A-Rang
970.641.3115 | 970.209.6046
221 N Main Street, Gunnison
Boomarang221@gmail.com

WoodPileTM

Creative lighting & design studio
Jeff Scott
970.880.1350
719B Fourth Street, Crested Butte 
woodpile.co

HOT TUB & SPA SERVICES
Crested Butte Hot Tub Sales & Service 
(CB Hot Tub)
970.275.5700
426 Belleview Avenue #102, Crested Butte
cbhottub@gmail.com
cbhottub.com 

Diamond Blue Pool & Spa
970.349.6202
329 Belleview Avenue
PO Box 2666, Crested Butte
diamondbluespa@yahoo.com
diamondbluespa.com

INTERIOR DESIGN/CABINETRY
Ansley Interiors
Sara Potoker
970.209.7252 
415 Third Street
PO Box 156, Crested Butte
sara@ansleyinteriorsdesign.com 
ansleyinteriorsdesign.com

Custom Home Accents
970.641.6651
608 South 9th Street, Gunnison
chagunnison@gmail.com
customhomeaccents.net

Darby Design Studio LLC
Molly Darby
970.275.0427
Showroom/Design Studio
117 E. Georgia Ave, Gunnison
design@darbydesignstudio.com
darbydesignstudio.com

Interior Visions - Defining Mountain Style
Interior Design Studio, Cabinetry & More
970.349.5352 | 970.209.6332  
313 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
interiorvisionscrestedbutte.com

RAModern Design Studio 
970.251.5502 
401 Third Street
PO Box 623, Crested Butte 
design@ramodern.com 
ramodern.com

Somrak Interiors
970.275.2849 
427 Belleview Avenue, Suite 103
PO Box 394, Crested Butte
somrak.net

Studio West
970.349.7550
115 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
303.534.5185
1421 Larimer Street, Denver 
studiowestcb.com
studiowestinteriors.com

Thurston Kitchen + Bath
970.349.5023
544 Riverland Drive, Crested Butte
thurstonkitchenandbath.com

Willow
Sally Hughes Johnson
Mercantile:
326 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte 
970.349.2428
Design Studio/Sally: 
322 Belleview Avenue, Crested Butte
design@willowcb.com 
willowcb.com

JEWELRY
Meaghan Young Jewelry
411 Third Street, Crested Butte 
meaghanyoung.com

Zacchariah Zypp
970.349.5913 
317 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
zypp.net

LAND & HOME SALES
Cassie Slentz Gates
LIV Sotheby’s International Realty | Crested Butte
970.596.5516
401 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
cgates@livsothebysrealty.com
livcrestedbutte.com

Channing Boucher
LIV Sotheby’s International Realty | Crested Butte
970.596.3228
401 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
cboucher@livsothebysrealty.com
crestedbuttebroker.com

Chris Kopf
Global Luxury Property Specialist
Coldwell Banker Mountain Properties
970.209.5405
Chris.Kopf@cbmp.com
ChrisKopfCB.com

Clarke Agency Real Estate
Josh Townsend Broker/Owner
970.209.4479
Audrie Townsend Broker/Owner
970.209.6208
Office: 970.641.0511
241 North Main Street, Gunnison
ClarkeAgency.net

Coldwell Banker Mountain Properties
970.349.5007
215 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
crestedbutte.realestate

Colette E Kraatz
Crested Butte Resort Real Estate
970.349.4991 office | 970.376.7304 cell
Ckraatz@cbliving.com
Cbliving.com

Crested Butte Resort Real Estate
970-349-4999
Located in the Lodge at Mountaineer Square
info@cbliving.com
cbliving.com

Gabriella Garcia
Broker Associate 
Coldwell Banker Mountain Properties 
970.275.4573 
gabriella.garcia@cbmp

Gunnison Real Estate & Rentals, LLC
970.641.4880 office | 970.209.1900 cell
129 E. Tomichi Avenue, Gunnison
Kelly@GunnisonRealEstateandRentals.com
gunnisonrealestateandrentals.com

continued on page 100
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Heather Woodward Realtor 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices | 
Today Realty and Associates 
970.596.1394 cell | 970.349.1394 office
315 Sixth Street, Crested Butte
heather@theheatherwoodwardteam.com
heatherwoodwardrealtor.com

Jenna May
Bluebird Real Estate
970.901.3601
jenna@bbre1.com
JennaMayRealEstate.com

Joe Garcia
Global Luxury Property Specialist
Coldwell Banker Mountain Properties 
970.209.4034
joegarcia@cbmp.com

LIV Sotheby’s International Realty | Crested Butte
970.349.6653
401 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
LIVcboffice@livsothebysrealty.com
livcrestedbutte.com

Liz Sawyer
Coldwell Banker Mountain Properties
970.209.4938 cell | 970.349.5007 office
lizsawyer@cbmp.com
lizsawyerrealestate.com

Maggie Dethloff- RSPS, E-pro, CNE, CRS
Bluebird Real Estate
970.209.7880
maggie@bbre1.com
crestedbuttenow.com

Meg Brethauer
Crested Butte Resort Real Estate
970.349.4991 | 970.209.1210
mbrethauer@cbliving.com
cbliving.com

Michelle Burns
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices | 
Today Realty and Associates 
970.333.0142
315 Sixth Street, Crested Butte 
michelleburnsrealtor@gmail.com 
michelleburnsrealtor.com

Molly Eldridge
Broker/Owner, 
Coldwell Banker Mountain Properties
Global Luxury Property Specialist
970.209.4234 cell
215 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
molly@cbmp.com
mollyincrestedbutte.com

Nikki Pulitzer 
LIV Sotheby’s International Realty | Crested Butte
970.209.9004
401 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
nikki@nikkipulitzer.com
nikkipulitzer.com

Peak Real Estate and Property Management
970.349.6339
241 Gillaspey Ave., Unit C1
Crested Butte South
Info@PeakCB.com
PeakCB.com

Reggie Masters
Broker Associate, 
Coldwell Banker Mountain Properties
Global Luxury Property Specialist
970.596.3568 cell
215 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte 
reggie.masters@cbmp.com 
reggiemastersrealestate.com

Ross Tunkey
Bluebird Real Estate
970.209.9046
ross@bbre1.com

Signature Properties Ebner & Associates
970.713.2000
326 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte
signaturepropertiescb.com

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  
& DESIGN
Alpengardener Garden Center
970.349.0252
193 Gillaspey Avenue, Crested Butte South
1198 1/2 Main Street, Gunnison
Garden@alpengardener.com
alpengardener.com

Sprout Studio, Inc.
Margaret Loperfido, RLA, ASLA
970.349.8959
523 Riverland Drive Unit 3B
PO Box 4184, Crested Butte
margaret@sprout-studio.net 
sprout-studio.net

LIGHTING
Electrical Logic
Eric Naughton 
970.349.1500 
503 Red Lady Avenue Suite 106, Crested Butte
eric@electricallogic.com 
electricallogic.com

King Systems, LLC
Audio/Video Design & Installation
970.349.3425 
(In the Post Office Parking Lot)
222 Maroon Avenue, Crested Butte
theavkings.com

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
Adaptive Sports Center
970.349-2296
Kelsey Wright Building
19 Emmons Road, Mt. Crested Butte 
PO Box 1639-81224
Adaptivesports.org

Living Journeys Community Cancer Support
970.349.2777
info@livingjourneys.org
livingjourneys.org

PAINTING
Altitude Painting
970.349.1119
PO Box 3601, Crested Butte
altitudepainting@live.com
altitudepainting.com

PLUMBING AND HEATING
4th Generation Mechanical, LLC 
970.765.4652 
Gunnison  
4thgenmechanical.com 
4thgenmechanicalllc@gmail.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
Watchdog Crested Butte Vacation Rentals
970.349.2424
736 Riverland Drive 
PO Box 4108, Crested Butte
sean@watchdogvacation.com
watchdogvacation.com

SECURITY
King Systems, LLC
Audio/Video Design & Installation
970.349.3425 
(In the Post Office Parking Lot)
222 Maroon Avenue, Crested Butte
theavkings.com

continued from page 99
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Alpengardener Garden Centers
193 Gillaspey Ave, Crested Butte South

1198 1/2 Main Street, Gunnison
(970) 349-0252

www.alpengardener.com  |  garden@alpengardener.com

Let us help you with all your garden and landscape projects.
Experienced garden maintenance teams.

Master Gardeners on staff.
Amazing selection of plants at our local garden center.

 bu s i n e s s  l i s t i n g s
SKI RENTALS & DELIVERY
Black Tie Ski & Snowboard Rental Delivery
970.349.0722
crestedbutte@blacktieskis.com
blacktieskis.com

SMART HOME
King Systems, LLC
Audio/Video Design & Installation
970.349.3425 
(In the Post Office Parking Lot)
222 Maroon Avenue, Crested Butte
theavkings.com

SOLAR ENERGY
Nunatak Alternative Energy Solutions
970.642.5554
info@nunatakenergy.com
nunatakenergy.com

TAKE OUT AND DELIVERY 
Mikey’s Pizza
970.349.1110
611 Third Street, Crested Butte
mikeyspizza.net

VACATION RENTALS
Academy Place Crested Butte
A Unique Vacation Rental Experience
970.349.5780
516 Fifth Street, Crested Butte
academyplacecrestedbutte.com

WAREHOUSE DESIGN 
& INTRALOGISTICS
SRSI (Slate River Systems, Inc.)
833.228.6902 
10 Crested Butte Way, L3 & L4, Mt. Crested Butte 
info@GOSRSI.com
srsi.com

WINDOW FILM
SOLARIS Window Film
970.784.7007
kevin@solarisfilm.com
solarisfilm.com

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Blind Faith Custom Window Fashions
970.349.2504
515 Riverland Drive, Suite 203, Riverland
info@blindfaithcb.com
blindfaithcb.com

Hi-Country Window Treatments
970.641.3373
111 South 10th Street, Gunnison
hccarpetntile@gmail.com
gunnison.floorstogo.com

King Systems, LLC
Audio/Video Design & Installation
970.349.3425 
(In the Post Office Parking Lot)
222 Maroon Avenue, Crested Butte
theavkings.com

WINDOWS AND GLASS
Crested Butte Glass, LLC
Office: 970.641.4017
Text: 970.975.1357
 312 South 10th Street
Gunnison, CO 81230
www.crestedbutteglass.com

970-349-0170
116 Sixth Street, Crested Butte

www.crestedbuttebank.com

Over 100 Years of Combined Banking Experience
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BOOK YOUR GEAR ONLINE 
OR BY PHONE

FREE DELIVERY & PICKUP AT 
YOUR ACCOMMODATION

IN-ROOM FITTING & 
SLOPESIDE SERVICE

01

03

02

COLORADO: ARAPAHOE BASIN, ASPEN, BRECKENRIDGE, COPPER, CRESTED BUTTE, KEYSTONE, STEAMBOAT, TELLURIDE,  
VAIL/BEAVER CREEK, WINTER PARK CALIFORNIA: NORTH LAKE TAHOE, MAMMOTH LAKES, SOUTH LAKE TAHOE
IDAHO: SUN VALLEY MONTANA: BIG SKY, WHITEFISH NORTH CAROLINA: BOONE UTAH: DEER VALLEY, PARK CITY, THE CANYONS 
WYOMING: JACKSON HOLE CANADA: BANFF, WHISTLER/BLACKCOMB

Celebrating 19 Years 
in Crested Butte 

Premium ski and snowboard rentals, 
delivered to you!
*Don’t stand in line, choose free delivery!

Erin Fabbre
Loan Originator
NMLS #2084879
(303) 827-8758
efabbre@artisanhomeloans.com
treelinelendingteam.com

Artisan Home Loans, LLC NMLS #2059727. 44 Cook St suite 350. This material is informational only and not an advertisement to extend credit
as defined by TILA/Regulation Z nor an application for credit as defined by RESPA/Regulation X. All applications are subject to underwriting
approval and determining applicant’s ability to repay. Not all applicants are eligible for or qualify for all loan products offered. All loan
programs, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Rates and terms are valid as of the date of printing/distribution [1-2022

Crested Butte local to help with your mountain home goals

Erin Fabbre
Loan Originator

NMLS #2084879

(303) 827-8758

efabbre@artisanhomeloans.com

treelinelendingteam.com

Artisan Home Loans, LLC NMLS #2059727. 44 Cook St suite 350. This material is informational only and not an advertisement to extend credit 
as defined by TILA/Regulation Z nor an application for credit as defined by RESPA/Regulation X. All applications are subject to underwriting 
approval and determining applicant’s ability to repay. Not all applicants are eligible for or qualify for all loan products offered. All loan programs, 
terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Rates and terms are valid as of the date of printing/distribution [3-2023]
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J O H N  I N G H A M
Oil Paintings

InghamArt.com  |  970.275.4434

“Winter Travelers”  24 x 36 oil

“Raven”  36 x 36 oil

After several years, the winter travelers are on the move again...
Please text for images of available paintings.
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